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to pound es museum, pd attend to on 
pa i epartment of it, to see that 

LECTURES ON SURGERY, the preparations are in condition, to see 
that they ere brought before you,and arranged 


av THE 
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS, 
BY 


PROFESSOR C. BELL, 


Leervurse I, 


On Hernia, and Seirrhus of the Rectum. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—My col- 
recommended you and me to graver 
jects ; and I think you are ready to say, 
on looking at these preparations, that I have 
provided accordingly. Indeed, I can con- 
ceive the expressed by some on en- 
tee , when contemplating the 
a and interesting subjects which have 
fore us, to find that rp) fond oF 
to subjects so painful and uninviting. 
who have been engaged in the practice of 
the profession, who have felt the almost in- 
escribable anxieties attendant on a strict 
discharge of their duties, who have seen a 
sutferer levsing ep to them for consolation, 
hanging upon the import of every word they 
utter, scanning the expression of their 
countenance, as if life itself depended on 
the issue ;—I call on those who have expe- 
-Henged these things, ge: felt these 
; , to. give me wu ir attention 
during the consideration these subjects. 
Jn justice to the subject, I ought:to re- 
os that when I formerly gave lec- 
tures here, I was deliveri tures upon 
the old establishment of he lege ; that 
it was then my object to endeavour to show 
to the younger members how many, and 
how variable, were the® matters remaining 
for their nr. and for the exercise of their 
: sent, it is right you 


lente a 
should know, that I have a limited serv 


so that you may understand them; to re- 
mind you by whom these preparations were 
made, by the great characters of our pro- 
fession; to show you how anxious they 
were to labour in this department of our 
science, that we might have the very 
grounds placed before us on which we ought 
tostudy, If I bad merely to describe these 
preparations, I should have a ing Fm task, 
but to reason on them is more difficult ; to 
build up a stracture of reasoning, asit were, 
step by step, that you may come with willing 
minds to the very conclusions that were 
arrived at by the heads of pel yee 
through a careful comparison: of the same 
subjects. And now I really must remind 
you of the different situation of our pro- 
fessors, from such as is enjoyed by persons 
generally understood by that term. Other 
professors are selected for a specific pur- 
pose, are allowed to live in comfort and re- 
tirement, to give themselves tp entirély to 
study, as an example to the younger mem- 
bers of their profession ; but we are not so 
situated : we must snatch an half hour, now 
and then, from the business of ‘practice; 
but then, peachy Bs 9 for us, 
that if we cannot pretend to all the learning 
of the universities in the North and on the 
Continent, yet we have the ad e of 
considering subjects practically, and are 
prevented from falling into the theoretic 
views, so frequent among learned men: 
our situation also confers on us the bene- 
fit of frequent conferences with the emi- 
nent men of our profession. If you con- 
sider, for example, any one of sub- 
jects, (pointing to the preparations,) can 
you but associate with it the conversa- 
tions you have had with men of experience 
with whom you may have consulted ? 

Well, Gentlemen, in resuming patholo- 
gically the examination of the preparations 
now before us, in connexion with surgery, 
I intended in pose Gh, i anbele? eatieae: 
until I had found that I had left many mat- 
ters not agitated, not dwelt upon sufficiently, 





to perform, namely, to give the museum 
lectures. And [ coneeive that I am bound 
Vou. XII. 





on the subject of hernia; and there is one 
2N 
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subject more especiall 
touched, namely, the 
The predisposition to hernia is nothing 
more than the diminution of the mechanical 
resistance afforded by the abdominal parie- 
ties, arising from a! tive formation of 
the abdominal muscles ; and it is necessary 
that the profession should be aware, that 
there is this tendency, in some persons, to 
pms ee in the formation of the muscles 


ly which was left un- 
stata to Revel 


the abdomen ; here are some examples 
in the specimens upon » Youab- 
serve here a ing what is 





its navel, containing « portion of the viscera, 
, by a delicate transparent membrane, 
the i " h which the bowels 
may be seen. In a few days after birth the 
membrane becomes i and ue, 
the inflammation from the envelo 
ing membrane to viscera, and the child 


fection in the umbilical 

to hernia, and the same with the spermatic 
»the craral and the linea alba. 

Thereis this naturel to ruptures, if 

We may #0 express it, arising from a defi- 
in i 3 and itis 


exertion, and may occur in the strongest 
ly formed 
dangerous 
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- | inner ancle to the opposite 
-|in short, she is in a state of preparation, by 


MR. C. BELL ON HERNIA. 


cited by eve ible ingenuity, to per- 
form all ome Ff antics. Well, x art be 
observed on this head, that undoubtedly 
natare intends exercise to be followed by 
perfection of structure, and that exercise 
does not merely perfect the muscular sys- 
tem, but the bones, and the tendons, and 
the ligaments; not only the active parts, 
but the inert and inactive parts; so that a 
person is not more perfect in the strength 
of muscle than firm in the texture of his 
bones and the knitting of the joints. The 
exercise must be natural and ive, 
not sudden and violent ; the children must 
be allowed to exercise themselves in their 
own way, not stimulated to excessive action. 
Take, for example, an opera girl, she bounds 
like a fawn upon the stage ; but do you 
suppose that this is her first attempt? If it 
were, ly her condition would be much 
better than it really is. To observe her 
thoroughly you must watch her behind the 
curtain (a laugh), labouring there by the 
hour ; beating the floor with her foot ; rais- 


-jing her foot to the wall, as high as her 


shoulder, then bending backward, then 
courtseying to the ground, inclining the 
, and so on ; 


gradual exercise, for her 4 ce on the 
stage, and for that sudden bound whieh yer 
admire, Now I doubt much whether chil- 
dren Jet loose from school would be content 
to go through this preparatory exercise, pre- 
vious to sudden exertion, and I am con- 
vinced that, in consequence of such sudden 
exertion, hernia is frequently formed, There 
may be so made who are of 
resisting almost any exertion ; but I haye 
seen an athletic, @ person whose muscles 
and bones and fae have great strength, 
@ concentrated orapies, many such men 
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was cautious, at the same time, just to mark 
the very contrast of that ; that a portion of 
intestine might be so engaged, so incarce- 
firmly tied, as it were, to the mouth 
of the sac, that not only could no matter 
pass from that part of the canal within the 
abdomen through that part in the sac, caus- 
ing. obstinate constipation, but that, at the 
same time, the intestine might be so nip- 
ped that the circulation might be cut off, 
and the part in danger of sphacelating. How 
important then to distinguish between the 
two cases, and yet you see that the same 
symptoms at both ; it is that point to 
which I wish to bring you, and I stated two 
eases in illustration. (The Professor then 
mentioned, briefly, the case of a gentleman 
of distinction, in whom the symptoms did 
not appear very urgent, who, after the lapse 
of eight days, was operated on and saved; 
and another ease, in which a practitioner of 
eminence was consulted, who said, there was 


nothing urging the necessity of an operation | stomach 
aint * 





ymptoms, quently it was not per- 
formed, and the man died.) Now, resumed 
Mr. Bell, it is of the greatest consequence to 
us all, and especially to young men attending 
lectures, that there should be every enoou- 
ragement given to one in my situation to 
hold nothing in reserve, to depend upon the 
liberality of the profession for the mention 
of such mistakes as may be committed. 
The case I have stated might be said as 
occurred to a colleague of mine, and 

when I told you it was Mr, Cline who gave 
thet opinion, and that it was on his autho- 
sisy } wan detasred farm aporating, I shanld 
te , if it were possible, how I held that 
character in respect. Mr, Bell then in- 
dulged in warm strains of eulogy of Mr. 
Cline, and concluded his praises by saying, 
id othe te removed from us, and if the one 
anxiety I felt in the preparation 

of these lectures has vanished aan 
tee of such a judge, one half 
his Joss,’ to exertion is taken away by 
Ta iting this subject, permit me to 
take you, as it were, to consider the subject 
practically, and to detain you for a few mi- 
nutes, by mentioning briefy the circum- 
stances in which, not long ago, I found a 
patient. A stout young man, a carpenter,was 





rma with his chisel and mallet, cvt- 
mortice suddenly he felt a pain 
atrike his groin ; he went to a doctor’s 
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to follow a certain treatment, but the pain 
i pear pale ty myn wad} 


Renent Gommoles pubis ; he described 
the source of hiss ing to be in that part ; 
he had pains also, in the remote parts of the 
abdomen, they seemed all to centre in 
that part. He looked, from the appearance 
of the countenance, very ill ; he had hiccup 
and vomiting. Now from this description, 
those who have experience enough know 
that a case of this kind gives rise to some 
expectation among the pupils, and they con- 
gregate for an operation, and the whisper- 
ing was, that the operation was delayed, 
Now we know, through late observations 
and discoveries, that there is such ¢ thing 
as hernia of the internal ring lying eom- 
pressed under the tendon of the external 
oblique muscle, Well, the question is, 
were these the symptoms of hernia! Were 
these the symptoms of a 8 gut? 
Perhaps you may remember that I st 
that a man vomiting from hernia was like a 
woman vomiting from irritation of the ute- 
rus, that it was an easy evacuation of the 
, that it was not attended with the 
same severe sort of sickness as is seen in 
ordinary cases. I pointed out to you thet 
the matter vomited would be according to 
the part of the intestine stranguleted ; that 
at all times it would be stercoraceous mat- 
ter, and more offensive the lower down the 
ion had Now this 
man did not vomit in that way; there was 
not stescorscowes ner Satid mnaiser: vomited, 
on the contrary, it was of a green co- 
lour, and this gave me cause to peuse and 
to consider of the necessity of operating. 
Now I put this case to you to put you on 
your guard ; and I would just remind 
aaverting embommmann Centos 
formance of the operation on the common 
principles of anatomy, but to decide on the 
cases in which it is absolutely necessary 1s 
difficult. Some doses of calomel and opium 
were given the man; the vomiting ceased, 
the swelling went away, and I felt like ® 
man escaped from doing s very awkward 
thing. ow what was this, gentlemen? 
Because, if it were merely ap i case, 
it deserves to make but little i . 
I coneeive, then, it was this, You will ob- 
serve, that a portion of intestine being in- 
flamed will not readily act, and that & por- 
tion of intestine inflamed produces the iliac 


the intestine ; tension and uneasiness ensue, 





into 
shop in the 


neighbourhood, and was advised 





and the symptoms of strangulated intestine 
2N2 
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are produced. I know that similar symp- 
toms will om themselves in cases 
inflamed kidneys and inflamed bladder. Now 
here I would merely suggest an explanation 
of the case ; I conceive that there was here 
an inflammatory swelling of the spermatic 
chord running under the peritoneum, that 
it affected the intestines, yg} ee 
was ae gp upwards to the duodenum 
and stomach, as the source of the symptoms. 
This case serves to show you that you 
should not be too anxious to perform 
operations, but at the same time do not go 
— “ 
ere are several interesting preparations 
on the table illustrative of a se mat sub- 
j I know that it is entirely impossible 
that I should exhibit them to you; I only 
intreat you to embrace the opportunity of- 
fered of examining them at your leisure in 
the Museum of the College. Ask your- 
selves if any men are so favourably situated 
for the study of our profession as you. And 
here I would remind you, that although 
many of the ae in the Museum 
are extremely valuable, yet there are few 
subjects which are complete, and there is no 
way in which a young man could bring him- 
self into more honourable notice, than by 
sending pathological preparaticns to the 
Museum, in order to accomplish this desir- 
able object. When you are engaged in the 
bustle of practice, you will meet with cases 
of interest, which you may not satisfactorily 
understand, and what have you to do more 
than to come to this College and examine 
the labours of your predecessors on the 
point. What an advantage is this, I say, 
and Iam much afraid you do not value it 
enough, because what you obtain easily is 
not sufficiently valued. When you see the 
anxieties and difficulties of practice, you 
ue come here and ay any pathologi- 
preparation, and for this urpose you 
will find every facility afforded. There ae 
one or two preparations here of great va- 
lue, and it is only to show you, as it were, 
their importance, that I have taken occasion, 
in the lei of the season, to prepare 
some illustrations of them ; now here is a 
drawing of one of the preparations, it ex- 
hibits a portion of gut lying within the tu- 
nica vaginalis in contact with the testicle ; 
it is @ specimen of the hernia occurring at 
birth ; the congenital hernia Occurring, not 
so much from any imperfection in the usual 
mechanical arrangement for the descent of 
the intestine, but as Mr. Hunter has ex- 
lained it, as the result of an imperfect 
rmation of the testicle itself, which is a 
very curious thing. The descent of the tes- 
ticle is perfect when the testicle is perfectly 
formed, as ‘is the process by which the 


cavity in which it is toremain is separated 
from that of the abdomen ; but if the testi- 





cle be imperfectly formed, Mr. Hunter has 


of| shown, that the passage by which it de- 


scends into the scrotum is not perfectly ob- 
literated, and there is room enough left for 
the intestine to slip through, and to come 
into contact with the testicle. There is a 
circumstance in this preparation (pointing 
to one) important for you to observe, be- 
cause I know Mr. Hunter is a great autho- 
rity, he was the discoverer of the fact. This 

reparation shows, that the testicle being 
imperfectly formed, remains longer above 
than usual, and becomes then inflamed. It 
is necessary to notice, that an imperfection 
in a part leaves that part more prone to in- 
flammation, as it were, than another, so 
that the testicle having been detained in its 
course acquires, through an inflammatory 
process, union with the ones 
and at length does pass down united toa 
portion of intestine, so that in the prepara- 
tion you can pull the testicle upwards by 
drawing up the intestine. Here is another 
specimen, showing such a piece of intestine 
so attached incarcerated ; in the adjoining 
drawing the intestine is represented as it 
was found at the strangulated part, by the 
severity of the nipping. 

This is a specimen (said Mr. Bell, point- 
ing to another drawing) of a femoral hernia, 
which shows (and there is nothing more cu- 
rious, although I do not feel competent toex- 
plain it) that the sac of the rupture differs ac- 
cording to the situation of the rupture. Now 
here are the two portions of the gut; here 
the back portion of the abdominal muscles 
and the tendon under which the ‘intestine 
has protraded, and here a double sac around 
the intestine. It is of im ce to notice 
the sac, the outer portion of which is sepa- 
rated and turned down, and the internal 
sac, the process of peritoneum, is exposed, 
and no one can look enough at this; no 
operation, for such a hernia, can be umder- 
taken with safety without recollecting that 
this internal sac is almost transparent, 50 
transparent that you. can see the form, the 
colour, and the very vessels of the gut, so 
that you are in danger of reducing the sac 
with the intestine, of reducing it altogether 
without relieving the stricture, and this has 
happened again and again ; the symptoms 
of course continuing, and the patient bein 
unrelieved. This is a circumstance whic 
has not been sufficiently brought forth to the 
profession, nor do I know that there are 
preparations here sufficient to establish the 
fact, but I know it is perfectly correct, al- 
though the proper sac is usually transpa- 
rent, so that you can see the colour and 
vessels of the intestine through it, and be so 
elastic as to give you no reason to suspect 
any mischief, yet the sac pos be so com- 
pressed at the strictute, and may be so 
thickened by it, as to very much increase 




















STRICTURE OF THE RECTUM. 


the severity, and sometimes to be the cause 
of the stricture. You are in danger, there- 
fore, of returning the intestine with the 
stricture undivided. 

A case occurred to me, last summer, in 
which I operated, and after having carefully 
dissected to the sac of which I am speak- 
ing, I made a little pressure on the sac, and 
I found that, on compressing it, a little 
nucleus of intestine went up ; it does not 
ore beet, but the neck of the sac was 
cond , and would not yield. It was 
described first by Professor Munro, and has 
since been detailed farther. It is not a 
proper thing to reduce an intestine without 
opening the sac; but if you do it, I hope 

ou will do it with fear and trembling, as 
i did, fearing that I might reduce a portion 
of intestine not in a fit state to reduce ; and 
so anxious was I to ascertain that fact, that 
when the intestine was returned into the 
abdomen, I opened the sac to ascertain that 
all was safe; it is a dangerous practice; I 
do not advise you to depend upon it. 

I have placed here a suite of preparations 
which I am sure you will look upon with 
interest, or if tag do not now, I am sure 
you will soon do so when you are anxious 
about your patients ; when you see all the 
misery attending the distressing symptoms 
of that class of diseases of which I = Sbout 
to speak ; I allude to strictures of the rectum. 

I mention this subject in this place, as 
there appears to be a great similarity in the 
train of symptoms produced with the fore- 
going cases; the exit of feculent matter is 
allowed to take place, but in small quanti- 
ties; there is great anxiety and distress ; 
inflation and distention of the upper part of 
the canal; hiccups, vomiting, and, in short, 
all the symptoms of a strangulated her- 
nia, not however arising, as in the latter 
case, from the intestine being ni , but 
because of the great distention from the 
accumulation of matter within the canal. 

There are four kinds of stricture of the rec- 
tum, which it is necessary to recollect. 

The first is that which takes place in the 
integuments around the anus, similar to that 
which takes place around the mouth some- 
times, and in large hospitals you will see 
cases of diseases of the face causing a con- 
traction of the mouth by a consolidation of 
the lips, until you can hardly feed the pa- 
tient by a crow-quill. There is the same 
kind of disease at the anus; the integu- 
ments become firm, lose their elasticity, and 
become so thickened that you can scarcely 
introduce a probe into the rectum ; of course 
attended with all the misery necessarily ac- 
companying such a state of parts, followed 
by A sagan suffering. 

second is that consequent on piles, 
hemorrhoidal tumours caused by the dis. 
tention of the veins, the distention produces 
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inflammation, inflammation a deposit of 
coagulable lymph, the deposit of coagulable 
lymph the destruction of the elasticity of 
the part, and this going on and increasing 
the cause, until you can scarcely introduce 
the smallest instrument into the anus but 
with great pain. 

The third kind of stricture of the anus is 
the true stricture, what is meant by common 
seirrhus, ascertained first by the feeling of it, 
and then by the exact place of it. Have 
you never asked yourselves, why it is that 
stricture of the rectum is so exactly situated, 
so that when you introduce the finger to 
examine the part, you find that the finger 
passes up to the second joint, before you 
can feel the contraction? You have the 
answer in the anatomy of the part; the 
stricture takes place at the margin of the 
inner sphincter ani, which is often occa- 
sioned in this way: by habitual consti- 
pation, a great straining sometimes takes 
place, but the intestines becoming sluggish, 
refuse to act ; and if the intestines + not 
act, neither will the sphincter give way, 
for the sphincter and the muscles of the in- 
testines are always alternating in their 
action ; when the one acts the other yields, 
so that the person straining at stool propels 
the feculent matter toward the anus, and 
a fold of the inner membrane of the rectum 
of pers down directly opposite the inter- 
nal sphincter, and this continuing for a 
time, a fold of intestine falls across the 
canal at that part, and you feel it there. 

The fourth kind of stricture is the scirrho-, 
contracted rectum, of which there are here 
many specimens. In reading books you 
will do well to consider, whether all that is 
promised, especially by the French writers, 
can be accomplished ; and this I believe, 
they have promised much, because they 
have not distinguished enough between 
these cases, and the third kind of stricture, 
or that last mentioned; for you will ob- 
serve, that although I have described it as 
a small fold of intestine, it will, by remains 
ing there, get into a regularly hardened 
mass, and present to the finger much of the 
character of the scirrho-contracted rectum. 
You will do well to consider this difference, 
because the one may be relieved, whilst 
little benefit can be accomplished in the 
other. Itis a cancerous disease, a disease 
beginning in the glandular texture of the 
part, and, in fact, resembles the scirrhous 
contraction of the pharynx, the two extre- 
mities of the canal being subject to precisely 
the same cancerous affection. 

Still there are one or two points which I 
think we may touch upon; use, if we 
turn to books, we not find anything 
said of them. There is one subject, espe- 
cially, to which I would draw your atten- 
tion, namely, to the danger of interference ; 
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ion are not sufficiently aware of 
I well recollect, in one 
had three cases of strictitre (not 
that I mean to say that I had only three) but 
that proved fatal, in consequence of the 
injudicious interference of the practitioners 
under whose care they had previously fallen; 
one was a cise of stricture of the urethra, 
another a case of contraction of the rectum, 
and the third a stricture of the vagina: All 
these cases terminating in such + ape fe one 
season, struck me ds being véry singular ; 
I have seen none since ; but you know that 
things come thus ly together. 

I shall conclude the subject for the pre- 
sent, requesting you, as friends, to take 
evéry opportunity of looking at these prepa- 
rations, any one of which is, in itself, a use- 
fal lesson, and not always to be engaged in 
that which I will allow is always very fasci- 
nating, namely, natural history and physio- 
logy, but to go into the corners of the 
museum, and to see how much there is 
there for your contemplation and in- 
struction. 
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Lecrure XVIII. 


I am tow to noti¢e the usual division of 
ity into the three species, mania, melan- 
iasis, chiefly for the 

purpose of showing you that, in regard to 
practice, sich distinctions are of little im- 
; and for the other reason I stated 

to you, namely, that our indications of cure are 
not to be taken from the tone of mind, or 


even the degree of violence of the mental 


disturbance, but from the usual corporeal 

paar pee Sry ee pulse, and the 

il conditioii ¢ patient in respect 

of strength or weakness. ie will be cai. 

cient, therefore, if I paint out to you the 

ral sense in which those terms have 
been employed by writers. 

The term mania has been applied where 
the delirium is general, and of ah active 
kind, or where the patient is furious and un- 

le. er rnee Gocteeny. ie 


iasis, the derangement of intellect 

princi or solely to the indi. 
vidaal’s own state of th, which be 
imagines to be dangerously éffeeted, but 
without cause, and attended with dyspeptic 
symptoms, such a$ deficient or irtegular 
appetite, flatulency, and a costive state of 
bowels. These distinctions are, however, 
by né medahs specific or radical; fof thére 
are all the tions between them, and 
they change mutually into one another. 


governed by circumstances altogether inde- 
pendent of the state of mind of the patient, 
In mania, as distinguished from melan- 
cholia and hypochondriasis, there is the great- 
est possible variety in the character of the 
disease, The patient niay be talkative or 
taciturn, may exhibit an unusual flow of 
spitits, and laugh without cduse; or he may 
display irritability ef temper, that rises at 
times to anger and even fury. He may ex- 
hibit any of the active passions of emotions 
of mind. The ebtivity of the brain is gene- 
rally shown by want of natural sleep, the 
return of which, where it has been 
absent or imperfect, is in general a sign 
returning sanity of mind. The sensibility 
of the differeut of sense is often 
heightened, though net always so. The 
muscular power is at times won in- 
creased ; at others, the reverse, the e+ 
ments being weak and tremulous. 
stomach is frequently insensible to the calls 


nocclasaiy Chaasiase DOSED 
ning it commonly is 80; is, a8 
the in state of brain lasts. 








While the treatment, as you will see, is. 
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bfe that sonie of topical inflammation 
estes of le symp- 

to of producing febrile 
toms. “When yod are satisfied that nothing 
of this kind is present, and the malady has 
bétome conifirnied, the treatment then is of 
a ive rather than of a positive kind, and 
) in avoiding that is calou- 
lated to irritate the mind or body of the pa- 
tient ; trusting to time for the disappear- 
anide of the sym by the return of the 
diseased part of the brain to its natural 
state, a process that is necessarily slow, and 
which commonly requires several months 
for its completion, At any time of the dis- 
ease, if marks of excitement appear, either 
im the brain or the vascular system, 
(and this is very apt to be the case in the 
ing season, or daring the | alence 
eal cagay swine dooaa 2 
blood, ‘as Well as other evacuations, may be 
a. As &@ getieral rule, a mild and 
ef dbstemious dict is proper; but in 
weak subjects this is not requited. In such 
cases, simplicity in the choice of food, whe- 
tier it be of on animal or ind, 
- You should be 


far less depen- 


, of 
éssentially connected wi 
dént upon, bodily weakness, as its cause. 


On the contraty, you will often find such 
to be of full habit, and complain- 

of throbbing headach, with flushing of 
the fae, full 


and ‘strong pulse, though 
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which it these cases is often little if at all 
disturbed, with the exception of occasional 
Uneasiness at the stomach, arising from 
flatulency and other effects of indigestion. 
This disorder in the state of the digestive 
function, is generally considered 
patient as the real and oye: disease, 
though 99 times in 100 it is merely secon- 
dary, the result of torpor of the alimentary 
canal altogether. This torpor is the con« 
sequence of an condition of brain, 
proceeding, for the most part, from increaséd 
arterial action in this organ. Thus the effect 
is taken for the cause, and a treatment di- 
rected in conformity with this mistaken 
notion. Happily, the practice usual ° 
sued on re 15 Lore and which’ if aie 
rected to the state of the stomach and iu- 
testinal canal, is, as far as it goes, bene- 
ficial to the primary disease ; for occasional 
purging, whether with the blue pill ot Plums 
mers pill, and the use of a simple and 
abstemious mode of living, are as well cal+ 
culated to relieve affections of the brain, as 
those of the stomach. But the fault of 


y the 


kind, | such a mistaken view of the subject is, that 


the treatment is confined too exclusively 
to one organ, and that the one not primari 
affected; to the neglect of other means 
thet may be as much of more required for 
the relief ofthe head. Where, for example, 
the patient complains of throbbing head- 
ach, with other marks of increesed arterial 
action in and about the brain, it is dangerous 
to rely solely upon cathartics, and to neglect 
bleeding, a neglect which, I have more 
than once seen reason to believe, has been 
the occasion of fatal a ensai 

The i didorotes in the condition ef 
the brain, in the three forms of insanity now 
mentioned, is not at all known. Dissection 
hitherto has not thrown ey boyy erage 
subject : nor is it probable that it will de so 
hereafter ‘the derangement of intellect in 
all of them, and the mutual convertibility of 
one into the other, prove that there is no 
essential or fundamental difference between 
them : and the same is true with regard to 


slow ; | their medical treatment. The moral manage- 





ment of the patient calls for nicer discrimi- 
netion, and requirés much ion and 


ac- ee ee 
as 


extensive experience in mental dis- 
orders altogether. 





DR. CLUTTERBUCK ON HEADACH. 


1 to be locked upon in 
— 
mo rip — 


has had a num 
bestowed upon it, according to its particular 
bserve that head- 
ali inflamma- 


bp ney nm intense 


sancen, Theos last 


pempenaceaig vac nay ey alrite Ao 
one symptom, is to among 
ceonaietl of headach. 


position to the disease exists, This predis- 


showed you. 

is often also said to be a symptom of 
remotely situated ; 

5 especially ; whence 

sick headach ; the stomach being 

to be the part first or principally 
affected ; and the headach symptomatic of 
this! I am confident, however, that ina 
j of instances, the reverse is the 
affection of the head being the 


case, 
It is 


cause of the disorder of the stomach. 
no to the con 
relieves the headach ; for vomiting is capa- 
ble of relieving a great number of other 
diseases, as well as those of the brain, upon 
the — of counter-irritation. The sto- 
mach may be disordered by nauseating me- 
dicines, up to the degree of full vomiting, 
without any headach taking place: but the 
brain hardly ever suffers, either from injury 
or disease, without the stomach having 
its functions impaired, or in a greater or 
less degree disturbed: thus a blow on 
the head, immediately produces vomiting ; 
and, at the outset of various inflammatory 
affections of the brain, as fever and hydro- 
cephalus, nausea and vomiting are almost 
never-failing symptoms. It is not denied, 
that heudech may be produced 

the mediam of the stomach ; but seldom, 
unless there is previously disease in the 
head, or at least a strong predisposition to 
it. In persons habitually subject to head- 
ath, the arteries of the brain @ so ir- 
ritable, that the slightest cause of disturb- 
anee, either mental or bodily, will suffice to 
bring on a paroxysm. 

The occasional or erciting causes of neadach, 
then, ‘are principally these :—1. Emotions of 
mind, as fear, terror, and agitation of spi- 
rits; yet these will sometimes take off 
headach when present at the time. 2. What- 
ever either increases or disorders the gene- 
tal cireulation ; and especially all causes 
that increase the action of the cerebral arte- 


, that vomiting often | Compa: 


position is often, hereditary ; or it may be 
acquired by long-protracted study, and habits 
of intoxication. 

You will find headach described by au- 
thors under different names; as cephaloea, 
and ia; these have not, however, 
been used with much discrimination or pre- 
cision: hemicrania (with its vulgar deriva- 
tive, megrim), when one side only of the 
head is affected ; and clavus, when the pain 
is referred to the top of the head, and is 
red with the driving of a nail through 
the skull. The pain in headach is very 
seldom constant, but fluctuates; and some- 
times it wholly intermits, returning at un- 
certain periods. On many occasions, it 
recurs with all the regularity of an intermit- 
ting fever, and is then generally curable by the 
same means as this. Fieadech often coativnes 
to recur from time to time, and with more 
or less severity, for a number of years, and 
even for the whole of peayl get pre ba 
terminates in apoplexy, or palsy, 
diseases it appears, as it were, to lay the 
— jon. ‘ ; 

e pathology of headach is not a very 
simple matter, as neither the seat, nor ‘the 
nature of the affection, is always the same. 

e ate external, and to 
be seated in the pericranium, and in some 
degree in the integuments of the scull. Tlie 
part is then tender to the touch, and the 
patient cannot lie upon it without increase 
of pain. This is commonly called rheuma- 
tism of the head ; or it may be siphy/itic in its 
origin, and then, after a time, a rising‘or 
node ap upon the bone, the bone itself 
Sometimes 











afterwards declining altogether. Ifthe head- 
ach is ied with any disorder of the 
sensorial functions ; such as stupor, or giddi- 
ness; ora loss or imperfection of any of 
the senses ; or disorder of the mentul powers ; 
the case always should excite apprehension, 
as these circumstances show the brain itself 
to be suffering, and not merely the mem- 
branes. 
The immediate or proximate cause of the 
in in headach, appears, in most cases, to 
distention of vessels, from increased ar- 
terial action in the part. This is probable, 
from the throbbing of the arteries that ac- 
companies the pain. In many headachs, 
however, this throbbing is not present ; 
and itis difficult then to say, what is the 
precise condition of the part affected. The 
term spasm is often applied to such cases, 
but. without reason ; for there is no muscu- 
lar structure to be so affected. The term 
bilious is also frequently used on such occa- 
sions, the notion being that bile is the cause 
of the headach ; of which, however, thereis 
no other than thet bile is now and 
then vomited up. But this is an accidental 
eccurrence attending the vomiting. Nervous 
heudach used formerly to be a prevailing dis- 
eage among a certain class of patients: but 
this has for pave yours past given place to 
hilious headachs, How long these will conti- 
aue, to be epidemic, is uncertain. { imagine 
they will not survive the t genera- 
tion ; and ech adden and tee blue pill will 
ly be buried in the same grave, at 
as remedies for the bile. 
_.. The treatment of headach, considered as a 
imary or idiopathic affection, will be go- 
verned by the particular nature of the case, 
the cause inducing it, and the habit of the 
ient,. If the can be traced to 
syphilis, the usual remedy, mercury, must be 
resorted to. Whether it is ever, properly 


A aipeg of the nature of rheumatism 
not | to determine. I should 
mot consider it as such, unless it were ac- 


gompanied with other unequivocal signs of 
rheumatism. And even then I am disposed 
to. » Whether the treatment of it on 
this account would differ materially from 
that of ordinary headach, When headach 


, » you ihe 
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other marks of increased artérial action in 
immediately to resort 

| as the general remedy ; but 
to inquire, first, into the habit of the patient, 
and the other circumstances of the case, 
Ins subjects, and where the disease is 
ing is no doubt in general 


apo-|recent, blo 
Ae proper; but not. so where the patient is 


weak, and the disease of long standing, and 
of frequent recurrence. In such cases, it 
is not merely. the relief from present pain, 
that is to be sought ; it is of greater import- 
ance to prevent the recurrence; which 
can only be done by lessening the pre- 
disposition: but weakening the patient. by 
bleeding, is not likely to have this effect, but 
rather the contrary. Tunic remedies, as 
bitters and astringents, are much more likely 
to prove serviceable in such cases, 

t often happens, that while the arteri 
are beating violently in and about the . 
the general circulation is carried on in the 
feeblest manner; the pulse is week, and 
the extremities cold. In such cases, stunue 
lants of the most active kind, as ammonia and 
even alcohol, give relief, by equalizing the 
circulation. In proportion as the general 
vascular action of the system is excited, 
the violent local action which the 
pain, ceases. 

Vertigo, or giddiness, though unattended with 
pain, is, in general, of a more dangerou 
nature than the severest headach. Vertigo 
consists in a disturbance of the voluntary 
power, and in some degree of sensation, - 
cially of vision ; and thus it shows i to 
be an affection of the brain itself; while 
mere pain in the head does not necessaril 
imply this, it being for the most part + | 
fection of the membranes only. In vertigo, ob- 
jects that are fixed appear to bein motion, ot 
to turn round, as the name implies. The ps- 
tient loses his balance, and is inclined to fell 
down, It often is followed immediately by 
severe headach. Vertigo is apt. to, ? 
and thus often becomes frequent end. bati- 
tual. After a time the mental. Ts he- 
come impaired, and complete idiooy often 
follows ; as was the case in the celebrated 
eam Swift.. It frequently terminates 
apoplexy or palsy, from extension 
dleonce La the bale, 


Causes.—Vertigo is induced by whatever 
is capable of disturbing suddenly the circu- 
lation of the brain, whether in the way of 
increase or diminution: thus the approach 
of syncope, whether. produced by loss of 
blood, or a feeling of nausea; blows on the 
head, occasioping a concussion of the brain ; 


ae ga oan pe alin. 
are the ordinary ee _ 





as Teg! dutermittent, it in general readily 
i for i ~ 
yee Nivda Whee vie fei io of c ake 









ON THE INFLUENZA« IN SISFRIA. 


hingly, it is a frequent 
patsy, 


produced gh 
, or a trifling blow upon 
the héad. Whenever dertigo recurs fre- 
quently, and at an advanced period of life ; 
and more When it is aecomn- 
voluntary re imp yet aay, “a 
mi > impaited m » or 
jadgment ; or, in short, any other disturb- 
or imperféction in the state of the 
stastrial functions ; ah unfavourable résult 
is to be expected ; because all these afford 
evidence of a ¢onsiderable de 
and extent of disease in the brain. , 
ctice, all these chronic affections of 


Obviating this, therefore, as far as possible, 
diminishing the arterial action of the 
by suitable iieans, and avoiding all 

tle enuses that are calenlated to excite this 
aftetial ‘action, are the chief objects to be 
t . great judgment is re- 
sd'in the tise of means for the purpose. 


‘ou are to recollect that these affections 
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and aff eihotions of mit; tid the Use 
or ea 
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the nerves 
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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


re - 


De J. ein,” ign to the ta 


ror of Russia. ( 
ay, 1897.) 


Tre influenza has again made its appearance 
in somé of out eastern nts. On 
thé 19th of Feb., (O. Stylé,) we learned 
that at Tobdlzk, somie of the inhabitants 


Joutnal, 
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occurred im the southern districts of the 


VACCINE MATTER-CASARBAN OPERATION. 
‘course, énd from which another ¢hild was 
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Tomskia governments, about the middle: of | vaccinated, who did equally well: This ex- 
December, ang By the following month, periment I have repeated several times, and 


during the 
extended te a 
aig , 

5. Notwithstanding the violence of the 
attacks, the mortality was very small, some 


weather, the complaint | with the same success. 
coniderable tract. of — 
Cauti : —- 
a ae Chen Hf ao 


At the commencement of this practi¢e in 


few of the cases terminated in inflammation | vie nwa, Dr, Erditianti vactinated @ éhild 
of the lungs; in the rest, the crisis took labouring undef chrofiic hydfocephalis. The 


place on 
perspiration, and occasionally bleeding from 


Teh & 19th Soy B9 Settle atales shade thelt eypentatce it fhe pro- 
vor tite, and the eli ‘ent oh well till the 


the nose. - rx 
9th j_witen the wud! febrile wympeome 
it 


6. The cause of the complaint appeared 
to bea peculiar condition of the atmosphere; 


inade theit appearance, afd on thé 
died; A somewhat sitilaf case occurted 


perhaps & greater development of the s*| in the practice of & plivsicién at Dresden ; 
one pe pe oe changed froma’ bei ‘ a child subjected to epileptic fits wis vac- 
dty and cold to a moist and warm state, the |Oun <) oe Ne ae erate? 

; well, whe convulsions came on, and the 


number of the sick very much diminished. 

7s No new mode of treatment was found 
necessary ; if inflammatory symptoms showed 
themselves, bloodletting was, of course, ré- 
sorted to. 


Suceessful Inoculation of the Measles. 
The inoculation of the measles; which 





As soon as the intelligence from Pérm | hes been already practised with success by 
and Tobolzk reached Petersburg, circulet|Horne and Horst, was repeated by Pro+ 


letters were issued to all the médical 


fesser S za, during an epidémic which 
peran g an epid 


governinents,* direéting their attention té| reigned at Mantua in 1822, He i 
the appearance of the epidemic, and ré-|six children as well as himself, avd the 


e li 


On Vaccine Matter. By Dr. Bromawy, 
Dresden. ¢ 


It wa prevailing notion, that it is 
not always ble to tve good thé 
vaeine ‘matter. I determitied to put this 
— to the test of ow coe and See: 

préséerved somie sta ustules 
been opened d afte toe Taps ot 
paper, and after of 

sit Tatatha dd chon for the purpose of 
vatcifiatién: In order to do this, I reduced 





° fa.tech Pr peeboee Russian cnetth, 
§ insdical gai, 23 ae: 
tsowe Mie tas Ys This 
ot Ghdet Tih bapetivendebes of the ies 
sapector Of the state of the health for the 
i in are under the juris- 





¢ Hnfelend’s Journal, March, 1627. 


$/ till about eight remain. % 


‘of the b the civil 
ti ‘alter ofthe 


measles in each case appeared in a mild and 
regular form. The following plan wasadopt- 
ed: a slight incision was made in the best 
looking measle, and in fee oe, oe 
flowed from the scratch, the point of a lan- 
cet was dipped, which was then inserted 
into the upper arm of the person to be ino- 
culated.— Bibliotheca Italiana. 


Remédy for Old Sores, 

Dr. Gunthar, of coe relates in a late 
Number of Griife and Walther’s Journal, 
that he has found the following decoction 
great service in obstinate sores, pao? 
in those situated on the feet :-—R. 
ulm. tt interior. rad, $j., whith is td 
be boiled in about twelve Ngot ode water 

a 
of lialf & drachm of the plimbi acet, is to 
be added. 

The efficacy of the liquor ¢alcar. oxymu- 
tiaticee id sores of the mouth of gumis is very 
striking. It cleanses the sores, removes 
the bad smell, and promotes the healing 
very rapidly, if at the same time medicines 
be given internally. 

Cesarean Operation. 
In the 9th Volume of Griife'and Walther’s 
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«-# Lithatomy ond Lithotritie.” * 
At a Meeting of the Institute, on the 
$e ean, S ero ee 


the stone with his fingers. To perform this 
operation, he placed a. glass between his 
legs, which enabled him to direct the bis- 
pg in the course of the cicatrices result- 
i om the previous incisions. 

n his having the seventh stone,+ be did 
not feel inclined to lithotomise himself a 
second time, but preferred to have recourse 
to the operation of “ lithotritie.” This 
was successfully performed by Dr. Civiale 
at four sittings, with intervals of a few days. 
M. Clever stated, that he suffered very 
little, and had no bad a A cure - 
prompt and , enabled him to await wi 
pm another attack of hie formidable 
complaint. His memoir was listened to 
with very great interest. 


Anatomy of the Gall Bladder. 
M. Amussat, in a memoir, read in May 
last, ‘before the Academy of Medecine, re- 
i his discoveries on the anatomy 
of the biliary ducts : he says he has demon- 
atrated—ist. The existence of fleshy fibres 
in the gell bladder and biliary ducts; 
2d. The existence of .a spiral valve in the 
cystic duct, and which rms the double 
function of favouring the ascent of the bile 
in the bladder, and of preventing the too 
rapid exit of the liquid contained in this 
veservoir; 3d, That the extremity of the 
choledochus ig conical, and its opening 
ithe intestine extremely small, a con- 
struction which explains the, ascent of the 
into the gall-bladder.. This ascent he 
also imitated, by injecting water from 
the. hepatic, duct. into. the choledochus ; 
Ath. That the pancreatic duct always opens 
into the choledochus, and that the opini 
that it enters the duodenum by a distinct 
aperture, is an error which has arisen from 
the probe having perfurated the membrane 
of the intestine. 





* Revue Médicale, June,'1827. 

7 The editor of the Revue Médicale ob- 
serves, that this case tends to confirm the 
existence ofa calculous diathesis, and that 
it would be curious to know if the calculi 
of these who have been attacked several 
times, are of the same kind. 





_ ABUSES IN THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS, 


THE LONDON COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 


The tlegee © whieh, by fre of the 
prafeston the public, they ha " 
for centuries to 7h sw mg are entirely olt-ovdie- 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


haan ohana charter of yerbn Col- 
hysicians having, as shown, 
lapsed from disuse, it follows that they pos- 
sess no legal privileges whatsoever, but that 
those, which, by the a ee 
fession and the public, they have been per- 
mitted for centuries to exercise, are entirely 
self-conferred. Such are the e 
pretensions of examining doctors of uni- 
versities, of dividing graduates into diffe- 
rent classes or ranks, and of refusing to meet 
in consultation with physicians who are not 
of their body. This power 
they have taken occasion from time to time 
to exercise, for the annoyance of individuals 
and the maintenance of their repay te | ; 
and it has generally been resorted to in 
case of independent physicians, who had 
already obtained, or were likely soon to ob- 
tain, a considerable shdte of practice. The 
last instance, previous to that which is now 
before the public, and which is destined to 
terminate their inglorious career, was, I 
believe, the case of Dr. Dick. ‘‘ At the 
Comitia Majora Ordinaria of the College of 
Physicians, on the 27th of March, 1809, it 
was resolved, that the following clause of 
the statute’ ‘ De Conversatione li,’ be com- 
municated by letter, severally, to each of 
the fellows, candidates, and licentiates, viz., 
‘ Nullus denique medicus, sive college, 
sive candidatus, sive , consilium 
ineat cum aliquo, cui secundum statuta nos- 
tra non licet medicinam exercere, sub pen: 
ep librarum, quctiescunque hujusc 
elicti a Presidente et Censoribus, aut eo- 
rum majore parte, convictus fuerit.’ (Signed) 
James Hervey, Reg.” is circular was 
directed against several independent physi- 
cians, who either were or promised soon to 
be in the enjoyment of considerable practice 
in the metropolis, but more - 


Pee on | against Dr. Dick, whose acknowledged au 


in the treatment of the diseases 
might prevent several thousand’ 
year from going into the pockets 


a 
™ oe 
of the College, and many Anglo-Asiatic va- 
letudinarians from going prematenily to their 

ves. 

The above measure was shortly after. 
wards followed by Dick, de term 


diretted against Dr. Dick, in 
a Hector addveubed’ Qh 6 elthalae 
in Bond-street, viz. :—* Sir, The 
and Censors of the Royal College of Phy- 


eof 

















ABUSES IN ‘THE COLLEGE OF cepa 


sicians having been informed that you have |to prosecute, them. | 
prescriptions, signed by Dr, Williom Dick, De Bee Billo Eee 


, 1 am directed, by their | consultation 
pat ee A Sve up | alledl Aeaiasl, i De tee ty 


, to bag the four of ‘ou to give - 
who is th 


Mi 


ing professional competition from, and as- 
n! the mode of treating diseases in, 





{n wishing to possess themselves of Dr. ing in consulta: accou- 
Dick’s prescriptions, the College might have | cheur- Paysicne, and with surgeons and 
had the double object in view of suppress- | apothecaries ! 


It is a curious coincidence, not unworthy 
of notice here, that Dr. Chambers, who 


India. The effect of such proceedings, could | succeeded Dr. Dick as examining Ye ay one 
oF have been rendered generally success-|to the East India Company, without hav- 


, would have been to deprive persons, 


pee eye in whose skill, from ac- 
tual knowledge of their qualifications, they 
have been accustomed to repose entire con- 
fidence; and to compel them to have re- 
course exclusively to the aid of members of 
the London College of Physicians, with 
whose qualifications they might be wholly 
uainted, who might never have tra- 
welled, be beyond the shores of the British 
Tales, and in whom they could not, in such 
cases, repose confidence. ‘The very terms 
rier ree ce the cuemiat end ruggist 
occasion, show how sensible the 
College w were oe ove nullity of those 
powers which the t legally to possess, 
and which they Genny 80. Haak sors 
exercised, to the detriment of the commu- 
nity and the injury of individuals, under the 
sanctimonious pretext of ‘* protecting the pub- 
lic health uneducated and ignorant pre- 
tenders.” The merits of Dr. W. Dick, the 
subject of the College proceedings upon this 
occasion, are well known, and will be long 
remembered both in India and in Britain. 
He was for many years the leading practi- 
tioner of Calcutta, the capital ot British 
India, and, upon his return to Eu was 
sore oe beams physician to t East 
the functions of which 
office he continued creditably to discharge 
until severe i ition compelled him to 
retire from public life. Thus a person who 
practises physic with ml pe in India, and 
18 considered a judge of the competency of 
medical officers destined for our territories 
in that coantry, on is, by College rules, deem- 
pets withvut a special licence, 


in London and seven nile 
ae let it be re- 

even is entirely the privil 
*), assumption of the College. It 
dor ady ve rnretparseestanmtng ener g 


emissaries were hunting 


for th 
=a tn f' Dr. Disk and Cthors, in veder| w 





ing ever been in India, is the same person 
who recently started forth as the Champi 
of College privileges in the case of Dr. Har- 


of | rison, and, as suc. - Sey eee ere 


spicuous in history. As if in the 
spirit of vaticination, in respect to this case, 
a work published last year, entitled, ‘‘ An 
Exposition of the State of the Medical Pro- 
fession,” Sc. has,"et page 360, the follow- 
ing very apposite remarks: “‘ iti is, indeed, 
curious to contemplate the tyros of the 
College of Physicians in London passing 
statutes, by which they are (self) autho- 
rised to examine men iy eye and dis- 
tinction in the profession, for a license, and 
by which their members are made liable to a 
large fine, if they should degrade themselves 
by meeting in consultation with professors 
who had been their instructors. 
Under the former of these by-laws, the pre- 
sident of the Lincolnshire Benevolent Me= 
dical Society — £dward Harrison, ) a phy- 
sician of bility and ex: e, and 
a graduate of tinburgh, might have been 
examined by his own nephew, whom he had 
educated to the profession ; and, under the 
latter, any stripling of the bap might 
refuse to meet in consultation with # Boer- 
haave, a Cullen, a Black, a Rutherford, or 


any of the most distinguished medical cha- 
racters, not being of ths bods, , either of the 
old or of the new world! itis high ‘time 
that an end were put to all these mischiefs 


and absurdities; and if the graduates of 
Universities, or ‘ the faculty of physic’ac- 
cording to law,’ will only owt their un- 
doubted right in the manner which is here 
pointed out, the thing is at once done. The 
remedy is completely in their own hands, 
On the injured and insulted Universities it 
is also incumbent to cdntribute their en- 
to} lightened aid towards the removal of the 
evil. Nor can we entertain a doubt that, 
at the eenoeen eee auspicious moment, the un- 
questionably laudable views here set forth 
will receive the ready and hearty eoncur- 
rence and powerful panciee om, of one 


throughout. the , British -domini 
Ee comin t ten hatotann 





ON THE INFLUENZA IN SIBERIA. 


, it is a frequent 
| palsy. 


diness, or vertigo, that is, the actual condition 
of the brain at the moment, is probably 
some ial disturbance in the circulation 
there ; which all the occasional causes men- 
tioned are obviously calculated to produce. 
It is more or Jess dangerous, aceording to 
the cause inducing it, and the state of the 
brain itself, which may be sound or other- 
wise. And as this cannot be certainly 
known, nor the extent of it when actually 
present, the event is of course uncertain. 
At all times, your prognosis should be guarded; 
because vertigo seldom oceurs under favour- 
able circumstances of age and general 
health ; unless when produced by so slight 
a cause as bloodletting, or a trifling blow apon 
the head. Whenever vertigo recurs fre- 
quently, and at an advanced period of life ; 
and more particularly when it is secom- 
panied with drowsiness; weakness of the 
voluntary muscles; impaired memory, or 
jadgment ; or, in short, any other disturb- 





ance or imperfection im the state of the 
sensorial functions ; an unfavourable result 
is to be « ted ; becouse all these afford | 
decisive evidence of a considerable degree | 
and extent of disease in the brain. | 
In practice, all these chronic affections of | 
the brain are to be managed upon the same 
general principles. We know nothing of 
them but as proceeding from disordered vas- 
cular action in the brain, and the conse- 
quences of this. That this is, in almost all 
cases, of an increased and even an inflam- 
matory kind, may be very safely inferred, 
both from the attending symptoms, and the 
serous effusions, extravasations of blood, 
and the various alterations of structure, 
that so generally, sooner or later, take 
place, and which can only be ascribed to 
local inflammation in different degrees. The 
obviating this, therefore, as fur as possible, 
by diminishing the arterial action of the 
brain by suitable means, and avoiding all 
the causes that are calculated to excite this 
arterial action, are the chief objects to be 
kept in view. But great judgment is re- 
quired in the use of means for the purpose. 
You are to recollect that these affections 
most frequently occur in advanced lite, and 
in other circumstances that will not allow 
of any very active treatment. Occasional 
loss of blood will probably be proper in 
most cases ; but due regard must be had to 
the age and general strength of the patient. 
Purging is a safer remedy, and generally in- 
dispensible. Cownter-irritation, by issues, 
setons, and the like, is no doubt serviceable 
to a certain extent ; and, lastly, as preventive 
of greater evil, all causes of preternatual ex- 
citement to the brain, should be cautiously 
avoided ; such as great mental application, 





the diseases of the other parts of the mer- 
vous system ; as those of the spinal chord, and 
the nerves themselves. 
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a 


Reappearance of the Influenza in Siberia. By 
Dr. J. Renmany, Physician to the Em- 
(Haufeland’s Journal, 


peror of Russia. 
May, 1827.) 


Tue influenza has again made its appearance 
in some of our eastern governments. On 
the ivth of Feb., (O. Style,) we learned 
that at Tobolzk, some the imbabitants 
were attacked with a eatarrhal fever of a 
slightly inflammatory character, at the be- 
ginning of the year, and very shortly after. 
wards, on the Accession of a strong south- 
easterly wind, nearly half the population 
were seized with the same complaint. 

By the same post we were informed, that 
in Perm, which is situated on this side of 
the Ural, and to the west of Tobolzk, the 
influenza also appeared, the wind blowing 
at the same time strong from the south- 
west, and very shortly afterwards it broke 
out in every part of the district. Later we 
learnt from Tomsk, that in the southern 
parts of the government, viz. in the district 
of Kussnezk, the complaint was very preva- 
lent. In order to ascertain the exact state 
of the case, the Russian government sent 
Dr. Ischirikoff to the districts we have men- 
tioned ; from his report, the following ac- 
count has been taken -— 

1. The complaint was either simple ca- 
tarrhal fever, or connected with pains in 
the side, and spasmodic coughs. 

2. No age nor sex was spared ; children 
suffered most from the cough, adults from 
the fever. Robust well-fed men were 
principally attacked by the pains in the 
side. 

3. All the forms of the catarrhal inflam- 
matory epidemic were characterised by the 
sudden manner in which they came on, by 
the increase of the symptoms towards morn- 
ing, and by the great efficacy of antiphlo- 
gistic and sudorific medicines. 

4. The first appearance of the epidemic 
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oceurred in the southern districts of the 
Tomskin governments, about the middle of 
December, 1826 ; in the following month, 
during the dry cold weather, the complaint 
extended over a considerable tract of 
country. 

5. Notwithstanding the violence of the 
attacks, the mortality was very small, some 
few of the cases terminated in inflammation 
of the lungs; in the rest, the crisis took 
place on the 7th or 1%th day by a profuse 
perspiration, and occasionally bleeding from 
the nose. 

6. The cause of the complaint appeared 
to bea peculiar condition of the atmosphere, 
perhaps a greater development of the at- 
mospheric electricity. For it was observed, 
that when the weather changed from being 
dry and cold to a moist and warm state, the 
number of the sick very much diminished. 

7. No new mode of treatment was found 
necessary ; if inflammatory symptoms showed 
themselves, bloodletting was, of course, re- 
sorted to. 

As soon as the intelligence from Perm 
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course, and from which another child was 

| vaccinated, who did equally well. This ex- 
| periment I have repeated several times, and 
| with the same success. 


Caution against Vaccinating Hydrocephalie and 
Epileptic Children. 

At the commencement of this practice in 
Vienna, Dr. Erdmann vaccinated a child 
| labouring under chronic hydrocephalus. The 
pustules made their appearance at the pro- 
per time, and the child went on well till the 
9th day, when the usual febrile symptoms 
made their appearance, and on the 10th it 
died. A somewhat similar case occurred 
in the practice of a physician at Dresden ; 
a child subjected to epileptic fits was vac- 
cinated, and up to the 10th day did very 
well, when convulsions came on, and the 
child died. 


Successful Inoculation of the Measles. 


The inoculation of the measles, which 
has been already practised with success by 





and Tobolzk reached Petersburg, circular} Horne and Horst, was repeated by Pro- 
letters were issued to all the medical | fessor Speranza, during an epidemic which 
governments,* directing their attention to| reigned at Mantua in 1822. He inoculated 
the appearance of the epidemic, and re-|six children as well as himself, and the 
questing every possible information which | measles in each case appeared in a mild and 
they could procure on the cause and pro-|regularform. The following plan was adopt- 
gress of the complaint. jed: a slight incision was made in the best 
looking measle, and in the blood which 
flowed from the scratch, the point of a lan- 
cet was dipped, which was then inserted 
into the upper arm of the person to be ino- 


On Vaccine Matter. By Dr. Ernpmaxy, 
Dresden. t 


Tt is a very prevailing notion, that it is 
not always possible to preserve good the 
vacine matter. I determined to put this 
opinion tothe test of experience, and there- 


culated.— Bibliotheca Italiana. 


Remedy for Old Sores, 
Dr. Gunthar, of Cologne relates in a late 





fore preserved some scabs from pustules! Number of Griifi y , 

: | Number of Grafe and Walther’s Journal, 
which had properly formed, but had not that he has found the following decoction of 
been opened in paper, and after the lapse of great service in obstinate sores, particularly 
oo months used them for the purpose of | in those situated on the feet:—Ik. Coct. 
vaccination. In order to do this, I reduced} yj. campert interior. rad. %j., which is to 
one of the scurfs to powder, and put some | he boiled in about twelve ounces of water 
of it into two or three transverse scratches | +i) about eight remain. To this a scruple 
which I made on the arm of a child. On| or half a drachm of the plumbi acet. is to 
the fourth day, five pustules made their ap- 


pearance, which went through their regular 





* In each district of the Russian empire, 
there is a medical government consisting of 
three physicians, a kind of medical council, 
known by the name of Yupaha. This coun- 
cil is under the superintendence of the in- 
spector of the state of the health for the 
district, and these again are under the juris- 
diction of the head of the civil medical de- 
partment at Petersburgh, the appointment 
of which rests with the minister of the 
Interior. 


+ Hufeland’s Journal, March, 1827. 


| be added. 

The efficacy of the liquor calcar. oxymu- 
| Tiaticee in sores of the mouth or gums is very 
| striking. It cleanses the sores, removes 
the bad smell, and promotes the healing 
very rapidly, if at the same time medicines 
be given internally. 


Casareun Operation. 

In the 9th Volume of Griife and Walther’s 
Journal, there is an account of a Cesarean 
operation performed in the clinic at Berlin 
by Grafe, on account of the narrowness of 
the pelvis. Eight weeks after the opera- 
tion, the woman, together with the child, 
left the institution im good health. 
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** Lithotomy and Lithotritie” * 

At a Meeting of the Institute, on the 
14th of May, a paper was read by M. Clever 
de Maldigny, a military surgeon, on litho- 
tomy, in which he stated he had been the 
subject of stone no less than seven times, 
and had six times undergone the operation 
of lithotomy ; viz. ist when 6 years old, 
¢d when 8, 3d when 18, 4th when 20, 
5th when 22, and 6th when 24. 

The sixth time the stone was situated at 
the neck of the bladder. M. Clever per- 
formed the operation himself, and extracted 
the stone with his fingers. To perform this 
operation, he placed a glass between his 
legs, which enabled him to direct the bis- 
toury in the course of the cicatrices result- 
ing from the previous incisions. 

On his having the seventh stone,+ he did 
not feel inclised to lithotomise himself a 


second time, but preferred to have recourse 


to the operation of * lithotritie.” This 
was successfully performed by Dr. Civiale 
at four sittings, with intervals of a few days. 
M. Clever stated, that he suffered very 
little, and had no bad symptom. A cure so 
prompt and easy, enabled him to await with 





THE LONDON COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS, 


The privileges “ which, by the supineness of the 
profession and the public, they have been permitted 
for centuries to exercise, are entirely self-confer- 
red.” 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Str,—The charter of the London Col- 
lege of Physicians having, as I have shown, 
lapsed from disuse, it follows that they pos- 
sess no legal privileges whatsoever, but that 
those, which, by the supineness of the pro- 
fession and the public, they have been per- 
mitted for centuries to exercise, are entirely 
self-conferred. Such are the extraordinary 
pretensions of examining doctors of vuni- 
versities, of dividing graduates into diffe- 
rent classes or ranks, and of refusing to meet 
in consultation with physicians who are not 
of their body. This last assumed power 
they have taken occasion from time to time 


| to exercise, for the annoyance of individuals 


and the maintenance of their monopoly ; 
and it has generally been resorted to in the 


confidence another attack of his formidable | #¢ of independent physicians, who had 
complaint. His memoir was listened to already obtained, or were likely soon to ob- 
| tain, a considerable share of practice. The 


with very great interest. : . ney 
y Grea | last instance, previous to that which is now 


Anatomy of the Gall Bladder. 


M. Amussat, in a memoir, read in May | 


last, before the Academy of Medecine, re- 
capitulates his discoveries on the anatomy 
of the biliary ducts: he says he has demon- 
strated—Ist. The existence of fleshy fibres 
in the gall bladder and biliary ducts; 
2d. The existence of a spiral valve in the 
eystic duct, and which performs the double 
function of favouring the ascent of the bile 
in the bladder, and of preventing the too 
rapid exit of the liquid contained in this 
reservoir; Sd. That the extremity of the 
ductus choledochus is conical, and its opening 
into the intestine extremely small, a con- 
struction which explains the ascent of the 


bile into the gall-bladder. This ascent he | 
has also imitated, by injecting water from | 


the hepatic duct into the choledochus ; 
4th. That the pancreatic duct always opens 
into the choledochus, and that the opinion 


that it enters the duodenum by a distinct | 


aperture, is an error which has arisen from 
the probe having perfurated the membrane 
of the intestine. 








* Revue Médicale, June, 1897. 

+ The editor of the Revue Médicale ob- 
serves, that this case tends to confirm the 
existence of a calculous diathesis, and that 
it would be curious to know if the calculi 
of those who have been attacked several 
times, are of the same kind, 





before the public, and which is destined to 
terminate their inglorious career, was, I 
believe, the case of Dr. Dick. ‘‘ At the 


| Comitia Majora Ordinaria of the College of 


Physicians, on the 27th of March, 1809, it 

was resolved, that the following clause of 

the statute ‘ De Conversatione Morali,’ be com- 

municated by letter, severally, to each of 

the fellows, candidates, and licentiates, viz., 

‘ Nullus denique medicus. sive college, 
. ~ 





| sive candidatus, sive per » eC 
| ineat cum aliquo, cui secundum statuta nos- 
| tra non licet medicinam exercere, sub pena 


quinque librarum, quctiescunque hujusce 
delicti a Presidente et Censoribus, aut eo- 
rum majore parte, convictus fuerit.’ (Signed) 
James Hervey, Reg.” This circular was 
directed against several independent physi- 
cians, who either were or promised soon to 


| be in the enjoyment of considerable practice 
jin the metropolis, but more especially 


against Dr. Dick, whose acknowledged skill 
in the treatment of the diseases of India 


|might prevent several thousand pounds a 


year from going into the pockets of Fellows 
of the College, and many Ang\o-Asiatic va- 
letudinarians from going prematurely to their 
graves. 

The above measure was shortly after- 
wards followed by another, in express terms 
directed against Dr. Dick, in the shape of 
a letter addressed to a chemist and druggist 
in Bond-street, viz.:—‘ Sir, The President 
and Censors of the Royal College of Phy- 
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sicians having been informed that you have 
prescriptions, signed by Dr. William Dick, 
in your sssion, I am directed, by their 
authority, to beg the favour of you to give up 
such prescriptions to the beadle, who is the 
bearer of this. (Signed) James Hervey, 
Registrar. Royal College of Physicians, 
Jan. 16, 1810.” 

In wishing to possess themselves of Dr. 
Dick’s prescriptions, the College might have 
had the double object in view of suppress- 
ing professional competition from, and as- 
certaining the mode of treating diseases in, 
India. The effect of such proceedings, could 
they have been rendered generally success- 
ful, would have been to deprive persons, 
returning in bad health from our distant 
possessions, of the privilege of being at- 
tended by physicians having experience of 
the diseases incidental to a residence in 
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to prosecute them, Sir Henry Halford and 
Dr. Baillie were almost daily meeting in 
consultation with Drs. Dundas and Pope, 
alieni homines, 1 believe, ‘‘ at the Princess 
Amelia’s house, on the state of her Royal 
Highness’s disorder.” Nay, the soi-disane 
fellows of the College unscrupulously meet, 
and are happy to have opportunities of meet- 
ing in consultation, with unlicensed accou- 
cheur-physicians, and with surgeons and 
apothecaries ! 

It is a curious coincidence, not uaworthy 
of notice here, that Dr. Chambers, who 
succeeded Dr. Dick as examining physician 
to the East India Company, without hav- 
ing ever been in India, is the same person 
who recently started forth as the Champion 
of College privileges in the case of Dr. Har- 
rison, and, as such, is likely to make a con- 
|} Spicuous figure in history. As if in the 





those climates, and in whose skill, from ac- | spirit of vaticiuation, in respect to this case, 
tual knowledge of their qualifications, they |a work published last year, entitled, ‘‘ An 
have been accustomed to repose entire con- | Exposition of the State of the Medical Pro- 
fidence ; and to compel them to have re- | fession,’’ Xc. has, at page 560, the follow- 
course exclusively to the aid of members of | ing very apposite remarks: ‘‘ It is, indeed, 
the London College of Physicians, with|curious to contemplate the tyros of the 
whose qualifications they might be wholly | College of Physicians in London passing 
unacquainted, who might never have tra-| statutes, by which they are (self) autho- 


velled beyond the shores of the British 
Isles, and in whom they could not, in such 
cases, repose contidence. The very terms 


of their note to the chemist and druggist 
upon this occasion, show how sensible the 
College were of the absolute nullity of those 


powers which they affect legaily to possess, 
and which they formerly so unmercifuily 
exercised, to the detriment of the commu- 


nity and the injury of individuals, under the | 


sanctimonious pretext of ‘* protecting the pub- 
lic health against uneducated and ignorant pre- 
tenders.” ‘The merits of Dr. W. Dick, the 
subject of the College proceedings upon this 
occasion, are well known, and will be long 
remembered both in India and in Britain. 
He was for many years the leading practi- 
tioner of Calcutta, the capital of British 
India, and, upon his retura to Europe, was 
appointed examining physician to the East 
India Company, the functions of which 
office he continued creditably to discharge 
until severe indisposition compelled him to 
retire from public life. Thus a person who 
practises physic with applause in India, and 
is considered a judge of the competency of 
medical officers destined for our territories 
in that country, is, by College rules, deem- 
ed unqualified, without a special licence, to 
practise physic in London and seven miles 
round!’ ‘This licensing, too, let it be re 

membered, is entirely illegal ; the privilege 
is a pure assumption of the College. It 
was also, it seems, considered discretionary ; 
for whilst College emissaries were hunting 
among the apothecaries’ shops for the pre- 
scriptions of Dr, Dick and others, in order 


| 


rised to examine men of experience and dis- 
| tinction in the profession, for a license, and 
| by which their members are made liable toa 
| large fine, if they should degrade themselves 
| by meeting in consultation with professors 
} who had probably been their instructors. 
| Under the former of these by-laws, the pre- 
| sident of the Lincolnshire Benevolent Me- 
| dical Society (Dr. Edward Harrison,) a phy- 
sician of known ability and experience, and 
a graduate of Edinburgh, might have been 
| examined by his own nephew, whom he had 
| educated to the profession ; and, under the 
latter, any stripling of the College might 
refuse to meet in consultation with a Boer- 
| haave, a Cullen, a Black, a Rutherford, or 
|any of the most distinguished medical cha- 
| racters, not being of that body, either of the 
old or of the new world! It is high time 
that an end were put to all these mischiefs 
land absurdities; and if the graduates of 
Universities, or ‘ the faculty of physic ac- 
cording to law,’ will only assert their an- 
doubted right in the manner which is here 
pointed out, the thing is at once done. The 
remedy is completely in their own hands, 
On the injured and ingulted Universities it 
is also incumbent to contribute their en- 
lightened aid towards the removal of the 
evil, Nor can we entertain a doubt that, 
at the present auspicious moment, the un- 
questionably laudable views here set forth 
| will receive the ready and hearty concur- 
| Fence and powerful co-operation of many 
able and benevolent non-professional men 
throughout the British dominions, from 
whose countenance ‘ the faculty of physic 


| 
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scecording to law’ will derive the highest | public health, and morals, all my efforts 
gratification and pride. They come before | were vain. The practice was then, and still 
them with the very striking advantages of | is, defended upon one ground, self interest, 
the recorded experience of full three hun- and I was silenced with the dignified and 
dred years, of the immeasurable mischiefs disinterested reply, Mr. — » though he 
of the monopoly by usurpation of the Col- | approves of cow-pox, inoculates for the 
lege of Physicians in London ; and so de-| small-pox, and if I do not I shall lose my 
monstrative an appeal to their judgement, ' patient! This temporising pees em 
they feel assured will not be made in vain.”’ | policy continues still to be p by the 
parties to whom | have alluded, and, to my 
| shame | confess, | have, in some instances, 
been compelled to follow the influence of 
bad example, rather than suffer my preju- 
~— and obstinate applicant to pass over 
to my competitors. 
SMALL POX, It is to be lamented that there has been, 
| perhaps in every man’s practice, a few cases 
: of variolous disease subsequent to vaccina- 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. |tion; those which have fallen under my 
Sir,—My attention has been excited to | own observation have been of the modified 
a leading article in your Journal, No. 202, kind, distinet and mild in their character, 
for the last month, headed, ‘ Iniquity | and accompanied with slight constitutional 
of inoculating for the small pox,” and al- |disorder. It is to be deprecated that $0 
though I am perfectly prepared to subscribe, much popular hostility should still exist 
in the full extent, to the correctness and against the adoption of this great national 
propriety of the observations you have made | antidote to one of the most loathsome and 
in exposing and denouncing a practice that | destructive contagious diseases that ever 
cannot be defended upon the principles of desolated the world. But the longer I re- 
justice, of morals, or of humanity, yet I | flect upon the subject the more I am con- 
cannot forbear expressing my surprise that vinced that nothing short of a legislative 
you, who upon almost every other occasion | enactment will ever render its introduction 
appear to be possessed of the eyes of Argus, universal in our native island. Hoping that 
should have found it necessary to travel into | your able and unweared exertions will hasten 
one of our Western Counties to show up, the consummation of so desirable an object, 
the character of one who openly manifests | . I remain, Sir, 
his disregard and contempt of public opi- | Yours, very respectfully, 
nion, in opposition to nine-tenths of the | Veritas. 
more enlightened and disinterested mem-| London, July?6, 1827. 
bers of his profession. I say, Sir, I am . 
rather surprised that you should have so 
done, because | regret to say there are some 
practitioners, in the environs of this great | CHOREA. 
metropolis, who are daily doing, under cover- 
ture, what this person has the greater man- i " 
liness and heamey to do ute oon proha- | Case of Chores cured a eee of om 
bly under the persuasion that he is acting after Purgatives failed. _ By Joux 
right ; whilst the individuals to whom || /®¥%1, Esq., Surgeon, Irthlingborough, 
now allude profess to be the disinterested Northamptonshire. 
Friends of vaccination, and yet are formed of |Mancu?21. I was called to attend Wm. Ab- 
such accommodating materials that they will | bott, a boy, wtat. seven, whom I found to be 
consent to scatter the poison of small-pox, | affected with chorea. His mother informed 
by inoculation, at the invitation of the most|me, that the disease came on gradually 
illiterate and prejudiced members of the | since the beginning of February last, with- 
community. This, Sir, is no overcharged | out any apparent cause; that previous to 
statement, the truth of which can be sub-/| the attack he was a “ sharp lad,” but since 
stantiated by irrefragable testimony. Nearly | it commenced his intellect had failed, and 
twenty years ago, I made a proposition to | he was now “‘ quite stupid.” 
two of the most influential practitioners in| The boy appeared strong and robust ; the 
my own neighbourhood, to enter into a! disease not confined to any particular mus- 
covenant with each other to decline small- | cles of the body, but all parts were affected 
pox inoculation altogether, but I am sorry | at different periods ; the eyes had lost their 
to say with no success ; and notwithstand- | lustre, and the countenance was expressive of 
ing | expostulated, and argued upon the/| vacancy; his limbs were in continual agi- 
imperative propriety of the measure, in re-| tation, and his speech and deglutition were 
ference to the interests of science, of the | materially affected. 


Menpico-Cuirvrors. 
London, 30th July, 1827. 


| 








UTERINE HZMORRHAGE. 


I determined upon giving Dr. Hamilton's 
purgative plan of treatment a fair trial, and 
commenced by giving hydrarg. submur. gr. 
iij., p- jalap,gr. v)., pe wingib. gr. iij., in pulv.; 
this dose to be repeated every other night, 
which kept the bowels in a state of excite- 
ment, so as to produce three or four stools 
every day. I continued this plan of treat- 
ment, varying the ingredients occasionally 
till the middle of May, which was about 
seven weeks. The symptoms, during this 
period, rather increased than diminished, 


and he now complained of a fixed pain in 
the back part of the head ; his face was 
more affected than ever, and he had a most 
= 


tful grin, &c. 

determined now upon ting the 
same plan of treatment whic yet 
effectual upon a girl at St. Thomas’s Hospi- 
tal, recorded in No. 191 of your Lancer. 
I gave carbonate of iron, two drachms, to 
be taken three times a day. About a week 
after this, the boy had a severe attack of 
ague, which readily ne to liberal doses 
of quinine. I should remark, that during 
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middle bones were actually car- 


ried away, fractured the —— 
bone of the little finger, with considera’ 

injury to the os magnum. Having exa- 
mined the nature of the accident, and find- 
ing the thumb and fore finger had sustained 
no other injury than laceration of the soft 
parts, I was induced to hope that such useful 
members of the hand might be preserved ; 
in this opinion I was su the con- 
currence of my friend Mr. Thomas Roberts, 
the family surgeon. We accordingly first 
made an incision along the radial side, 
close to the metacarpal bone of the middle 
finger, carefully preserving its muscles and 
tendons, then dissected the mass of muscles 
and integuments off the cubital side of the 
metacarpal bone of the little finger, and di- 
viding the three metacarpal bones of the 
| fingers from their three corresponding bones 
|of the wrist, and Jastly removed the os 
magnum, which was attended with some 
difficulty ; we then took up two or three 
arteries, and brought the dissected mass of 
the metacarpal bones of the little finger in 





the continuance of the ague, the former 
disease was much exasperated. The lad 
continued to take the carbonate of iron four 
times a day until June the 10th, when I 
considered him quite recovered, as did al! 
his friends. A gradual improvement was 
observed for the last three week, and his 
bowels have kept regular without taking 
one dose of aperient medicine ; his appetite 
is good, his intellects unimpaired, and his 
mother says he is quite as well as before the 
attack. The pain in the head has also quite 
left him, and up to yesterday he has had no 
return of the complaint. He has taken, in 
all, four pounds six ounces of the carbonate 
of iron ! 





AMPUTATION AT THE CARPO-METACARPAL 
ARTICULATION. 


To the Editor of Tuk Lancer. 


Sir,—Having read in the last Lancer, 
No. 204,"some remarks upon an amputation 
at the carpo-metacarpal articulation, with 
preservation of the thumb, wherein it is 
considered by M. Lisfranc to be the first 
operation of the kind ever performed upon 
the living body, and having performed the 
operation myself as early as the summer in 
the year 1819, whilst surgeon to the Ban- 
gor Infirmary ; 1 beg the insertion of the 
following case, should you think it worthy 
of a place in your valuable Journal :— 

Master Heyland, xtat.9, son of the late 
Major Heyland, residing at Bangor, had his | 
right so shattered by the explosion of | 
a horse pistol, that a portion of the two) 


| apposition with the metacarpal bone of the 
junder finger, which was secured by slips 
|of adhesive plaister lightly applied; and 
| thus the parts united by the first intention, 
without a single untoward symptom, so 
|much so, that he was enabled to write a 
| letter to me five weeks subsequent to the 
operation. Asa further proof of the import- 
ant advantage of this mode of operating, I 
need only say he now holds a commission in 
the British army, and is enabled to perform 
the broad-sword exercise, &c. 
I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 

J. Evans Rtapore. 
|7, Tavistock-square, July 30, 1827. 

P.S. I beg to leave, with your permis- 
sion, a rough cast of the hand at Tur Lan- 
cxr Office for any gentleman’s inspection. 
The cast was taken a few months ago, when 
I had the pleasure of introducing him to my 
eminent friend Mr. Brookes, the celebrated 
anatomist, 


UTERINE HEMORRHAGE, 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer, 


Sitr,—Allow me to inform Mr. Searle, that 
the mode of restraining uterine hemorrhage 
suggested by him in the last Number of your 
admirable Journal, is by no means novel. It 
has been taught for some years by Dr. David 
Davies, as the only efficient treatment of 

wling after delivery; and, in conjunction 
with plugging the vagina, a necessarily suc- 
cessful mode of arresting that dangerous 
discharge. 
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Justice to Dr. Davis, not disrespect to 
Mr. Searle, prompts me to trouble you with 
this communication ; for 1 have a perfect 
conviction that Mr. Searle would not have 
omitted to associate Dr. Davis's name with 
the proposed treatment, had he been aware 
of the Doctor's prior claim to the merit of 
the discovery. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. A. Watrorp. 
Judd-street, New-road, 
July 29th, 1827. 


ON IMPORTING DEAD BODIES. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancet. 

Sin,—In consequence of the difficulties 
experienced by anatomists in obtaining 
subjects for dissection, | wrote on Monday 
last to the Marquis of Lansdown, to kuow 
if his Majesty's Government would allow 
myself, and other anatomists, to import 
bodies from France or Ireland duty free, and 
without molestation from the excise or 
custom-house officers. In answer to the 


first part of my request, his Lordship po- 
litely informs me, that he will attend to any 
communication either from the Royal Col- 
lege of Surgeons,” or any other body duly 
authorised for that purpose, on this sub- 
ject; and, in reply to the second, he very 


candidly observes, that he has no power to 
alter any of the excise laws, as nothing but 
an act of Parliament can affect them. Now, 
Sir, being determined, if possible, to attain 
so desirable an object, (if the College of 
Surgeons do not themselves,) 1 am pre- 
paring a petition to the Privy Council, and 
will, through the medium of your valuable 
Journal, call upon all the teachers of 
anatomy, both metropolitan and provincial, 
to support me, by signing the petition ; | 
am persuaded that it will be our own fault 
if we do not succeed, as there will be no 
obstatle, from the present ministry, to pre- 
vent it. By giving this note an early in- 
sertion, you will oblige 
Your obedient servant, 
H. W. Dewnvrst, 

Lecturer on Anatomy, &c. 

Theatre of Anatomy, 24, Sidmouth-st., 
Gray’s-Inn-Lane, July 26, 1827. 

P. 8.—The Petition will be ready, in the 
course of next week, for signature, and will 
lay in my theatre for that purpose. I will 
also prepare one for students, which will be 
ready about the same time. All communi- 
cations to me, on this subject, are requested 
to be post paid. 


* I have written to Sir Astley Cooper, as 
President, to know their intentions, but 
have not as yet received an answer. 











ANATOMICAL SUBJECTS.—MR. COOKE. 


TAUNTON AND SOMERSET MEDICAL SOCIETY, 


Ow Wednesday, the 25th inst., the twen- 
tieth anniversary of the Taunton and Somer- 
set Medical Society was celebrated at the 
Castle Inn. Dr, Kinglake in the chair. 


Soon after the cloth was removed, Dr. 
Sully rose to address the President on a 
subject of unusual interest to the profession, 
and he craved permission to do so before 
the party was more deeply engaged in the 
festivities of the day, The subject he had 
to claim the President’s attention on, as 
well as the medical brethren, was relative 
to Mr. Cooke, a teacher of anatomy and sur- 
gery at Exeter, who unfortunately had in- 
curred the penalty of the laws of his coun- 
try, from having incautiously procured the 
means of acquiring anatomical knowledge. 
Dr. Sully said, that the circumstance was 
so well known to the profession, that he 
should only observe, that he sincerely hoped 
the members of the Society would state to 
Mr. Cooke, through the medium of Tne 
Lancer, that his late conduct, in the pur- 
suit of his professional studies, had their 
unqualified approbation. Dr. Sully con- 
cluded, by proposing the following resolu- 
tion: ** Although Mr. Cooke is entitled to 
the cordial sympathy of this Society for the 
sufferings he has undergone, by the severe 
penalties of the law, yet it is impossible to 
consider his punishment any disgrace to 
himself, however disgraceful it may be to 
that code which inflicted it.” 

This motion was seconded by Mr. Lang- 
ley, a highly respectable surgeon of Wel- 
lington ; after which, Dr. Blake rose to ad- 
dress the President, which he did in a most 
eloquent and animated manner. In the 
course of his address, the Doctor remarked, 
that it was very hard on professional men to 
have withheld from them the means by 
which alone they could qualify themselves 
to practise their profession, according to the 
laws of their country, and then be made to 
suffer those punishments with which the 
gentleman in question had been annoyed. 


| He hoped that the time would soon arrive, 


when the Legislature would do away the 
difficulty that at present existed in obtain- 
ing subjects for dissection. 


The Presidert then put the question, at 
the suggestion of Dr. Sully, That this Society 
request the favour of the Editor of Tue 
Lancet to promulgate the sentiments of 
the Society in terms of high approbation of 
the conduct of Mr. Cooke, and that the 
Secretary do request him to present the sum 
of 10/., as the unanimous wish of its 
members. 
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THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, August 4, 1827. 
a 


Ir will be recollected, that we published 
in our 196th Number, “ a Letter’’ addressed 
by Mr. Sleigh to the Governors of St. 
George’s Hospital, on the abuses existing 
in the management of that Institution. It 
was supposed to contain statements which 
required investigation, and accordingly, at 
a General Meeting of the Governors, a Com- 
mittee was appointed, consisting of Earls, 
Lords, Honourables, M.P.’s, and ‘‘ Doc- 
tors,” whose names are detailed in Tur 
Lancet, No. 198. This Committee has now 
sent forth their Report, which we have ex- 
tracted from The Times of last week. 


Your Committee, appointed to investigate 
the charges made against the management 
of this Hospital, by Mr. Sleigh, have pro- 
ceeded in the discharge of their duty, with 
all the attention and anxiety due to so im- 
portant a trust, and now offer to the Go- 
vernors at large such a report of their pro- 
gress as they are enabled to make. 

Your Committee being composed partly 
of Parliamentary, and partly of professional 
members, owe it to themselves to state, that 
they have made a point of devoting four 
hours in each alternate day, from their first 
meeting, to the duties of this inquiry ; and 
that, if their Report should appear to pre- 





sent less perfect and conclusive results than 


confined himself to the simple charge of 
extravagance. 

And here your Committee cannot but ob- 
serve, that it will be for the public to judge 
how far he may excuse himself for their eir- 
culation in print, upon the ground of mere 
suspicion, or of the zeal which he alleges 
for the interests of the poor ; but your Com- 
mittee have thought it their duty to go 
beyond the limits thus proposed by Mr. 
Sleigh for their inquiries, and to investigate 
all the charges and imputations made by 
him, as will be seen by the evidence, and 
by their accompanying resolutions thereon. 

In regard to the single charge of extra- 
vagance, Mr. Sleigh’s whole proofs have 
consisted in comparisons with other hospi- 
tals, more particularly with the Middlesex 
Hospital; and, although invited to assist 
the Committee in procuring testimony of a 
more positive nature, both at the outset of 
their labours, when he altogether declined 
so doing, and at the close of his remarks 
upon the evidence adduced, he has still de- 
clined adopting the suggestion of your Com- 
mittee in this respect, unless upon terms 
which they could not, in the execution of 
their duty to the governors and public, feel 
justified in sanctioning. 

Upon this point, the minutes and resolu- 
tions will best show both Mr. Sleigh’s pro- 
posal and the reply which it received from 
your Committee. 

To found even a tolerably just presump- 
tion upon the species of evidence to which 
Mr. Sleigh has confined himself, it would 
be necessary, not only that the number of 
patients and amount of expenses should be 
compared, but that in parity of establish- 
ments, mode of keeping accounts, rules of 
admission and dismissal, in the nature of 
the cases generally received, in treatment, 
diet, medical and surgical attendance, in the 
excellence, and consequent cost of drugs, 


might have been contemplated, they con-| (which greatly varies according to quality), 
fidently ground their apology, not only upon | in the degrees of cure or relief in the prac- 
the difficulties incidental to investigations | tice, above all, of different and equally emi- 
of this peculiar nature, but upon the course | nent physicians, and in a variety of other 
taken by Mr. Sleigh in the prosecution of| perplexing yet esseatial circumstances, the 
his charges, which has rendered those diffi- ; two hospitals compared, should closely assi- 
culties almost insuperable. milate, if not entirely coincide. 

Your Committee have to remind the Go-| Your Committee beg leave to illustrate 
vernors, that the printed statement of Mr.| this observation, by referring to the evi- 
Sleigh ascribes to the Weekly Board, and | dence respecting sarsaparilla used at this 
to the aitendants of the hospitai, “a’pro- | hospital, to which, as it involves a principal 
fligate” and ‘* jobbing’’ mismanagement part of the cost of drugs, they have particu- 
for ** interested objects.” | larly directed their inquiries. 

He infers this from comparisons with| 1t will be there seen, that Mr. Brodie, 
other hospitals, and then details the extra-| whose professional reputation is so well 
vagance, under distinct heads, imputing | known, is of opinion that this drug is essen- 
motives, by the words above quoted, for such | tial to the cure of several diseases common 
extravagance. }at this Hospital; in which opinion he is - 

Mr. Sleigh did, indeed, early declare to| supported by almost all professional men of 
your Committee, that he withdrew all in-| modern eminence. Two samples of this drug 
tention of proving these imputations, and! were produced to this committee, having 


No, 205, 20 





362 ABUSES AT ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL. 


been bought, one from Apothecaries’ Hall, | the Hospital with great care, benevolence, 
and the other from a respectable apothe- | and zeal, both for the credit of the Hospital 
cary; and the difference, in favour of the | and the benefit of their patients. That the 
former, was ascertained to be all that could | criterion of numerical statements of patients 
exist between an effective and indifferent | and expenses in different establishments in- 
medicine. | volves so many difficulties, and requires so 

Your Committee also desire to point out, | much scrutiny, correction, and explanation, 
that materia! fallacies may exist in any | that it affords no conclusive evidence of good 
comparison of cost made between two hos- | or bad management, though such statements 


pitals. For instance, if the expenses be | have been received by the Committee, to’ 


tried by the nomber of patients, and not by assist them in their examination, and to 

the beds constantly occupied in both hespi-|enable them to come to any conclusion 

tals ; ten beds occupied by four successive | which may be beneficial to the Hospital. 

sets of patients in a year, averaging three| That Mr. Sleigh, having more particularly 

months, would give forty patients; but if) directed his arguments to the existing differ- 

by twelve successive sets of patients, averag- | ences in expense between this and the Mid- 

ing a month each, this would give 120. | dlesex Hospital, your Committee have made 
The number of beds, therefore, constantly | as accurate a comparative statement, show- 

occcupied, can alone form a tolerable com-|ing the expenses of both, as can be ob- 

parison: and here again, the quantity and | tained :-— 

cost of medicine used, must vary with the 

nature and severity of disease, as well as the |The expense in drugs at St. 

opinions and practice of medicalmen. The! George’s Hospital ...... 1,160 

cost oflint at one of the hospitals, compared Middlesex Hospital ........ 670 

by Mr. Sleigh, is six times as much as at | 

St. George's Hospital. The cost of sarsa-| Excess of expenditure of St. 

parilla, before alluded to, varies even more| George's Hospital over the 

the other way, and yet a laborious investi-| Middlesex 

gation has accounted for this, without any ’ aa 

proof of blame attaching to either hospital. | It is to be observed, that the principal 
Your Committee have, however, en-|@*pense of drugs is in administering to in- 


deavoured to arrive at a correct conclusion, | Pauents. 2 " ade 
Chere are 20 in-patients more daily in 


St. George’s Hospital, constantly under 
| treatment, than in the Middlesex. 
At the Middlesex Hospital, there is a 


through all these difficulties and details. 
They have given the closest attention to 
the object of their appointment, and they 
entertain the confident hope, that, whatever ae 
may be the opinion of the governors as to | venereal ward containing 15 beds, generally 
the manner in which their duty has been | full ; now these cases may be presumed to 
discharged, it will not be doubted that, duly | Copsume little medicine. The same may be 


| applied to the cancer ward, which contains 


conscious of the importance of their investi- 
ten beds constantly full. It appears that 


gation to the public, to the governors, and 
to the poor, they have zealously studied, in 
their examination of witnesses, and in the 
course of comparison itisisted upon by Mr, 
Sleigh, to elicit, minutely and accurately, 
whether this long-established institution 
does or does not deserve the charge of mis- 
manazement made against it in his printed 
phlet. 

They have now to subjoin the following 
resolutions, unanimously passed, upon each 
of Mr. Sleigh’s statements :—~ 


DRUGS. 


Resolved, That, in the charge brought 
against this hospital, in regard to drugs, no 
evidence whatever has been adduced to 
prove any fraud, corruption, or negligence, 
either in the purchase or application of 
drugs : on the contrary, that they appear to 
have been bought on the most minute and 
careful investigation, and on the best pria- 
ciples of competition in the tenders, and of 
subsequent examination ; and administered 
by the present physicians and surgeons of 





the out-patients at St. George’s Hospital, 
constantly under treatment, exceed those at 
the Middlesex ; but it is impossible to com- 
pare the exact number, for the following 
reasons :— 

1st. Out-patients do not come regularly 
for medicine, varying from two-thirds to 
one-half in number of those actually on the 
books. 

2d. At the Middlesex Hospital, it is the 
rule, though perhaps not strictly followed, 
to renew the letters of out-patients every 
three months, thus multiplying the whole 
numbers in any given time. 

The physicians and surgeons of St. 
George’s Hospital employ large quantities 
of sersaperilla in practice—the medical 
officers of the Middlesex very little. 

Hence to meet the surplus of 490l., 

Twenty in-patients’ beds constantly under 
treatment. 

The excess of sarsaparilla used at St. 
George’s, 1801, 

The excess of out-patients. 
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The correction of the expenses on the|constantly at hand to perform the anxious 
venereal and cancer wards. and painful duty of attending the dying in 
The number of accidents which in the| their last moments ; and generally to take 
year under consideration, 1825, exceeded | advantage im every practicable case, of all 
those brought into the Middlesex Hospital| the opportunity which sickness and suffer- 
by 166. ing affords, to exercise the influence of reli- 
It having been alleged by Mr. Sleigh that | gion. 
the vouchers have been wilfully destroyed| No evidence is adduced of any interest 
atthis Hospital, it appears that the bills of | having been used, or of any personal or cor- 
parcels are usually destroyed immediately | rupt motives having had any influence in 
after having been carefully examined andthe present appointment, or in settling the 
passed by an annual committee of audit, but | remuneration to be given for the discharge 
that the summary of the bills and all the re- | of those duties. 
ceipts are carefully preserved. | It appears, indeed, that the Governors 
That the Committee are further of opi-| were cautious in regard to this appointment, 
nion, that Mr. Sleigh’s remark with regard | and, in regulating the remuneration, acted 
to vouchers having been wilfully destroyed, | in the first instance on the advice and re- 
is not warranted by evidence, inasmuch as/ commendation of the Bishop of London, 
such vouchers have been produced and | and subsequently increased the remunera- 
passed at the annual committee of audit at/tion in consequence of Mr. Hughes's long 
this Hospital. | services and constant atteation. 
| If these duties were ill or imperfectly 
SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS. | performed, it appears it would be the duty 
Resolved,—That no evidence of corruption | of the Weekly Board to report the seme to 
or neghgence in the purchase of surgical | * General Court, which Court, your Com- 
instruments, or of abuse in their disposal, | Mittee, in judging of the expense in ques- 
hes heen etduced, | tion, presume to say, would in such a case 
That the proper expenditure in this arti- | better consult the good of the patients and 
cle must, in the greatest degree, be con- the credit of the Hospital, by enforcing the 
fided to the care and judgment of those to| full discharge of these duties, than by lessen- 


whose department this article belongs: | ing the remuneration. No charge whatever 
| has been preferred against the present chap- 


remarking moreover, that the use of any : a D 
but the very best instruments, kept in the lain, and ~~ apne poe believe = _ 
most perfect order, would not only shame- | CU'y 18 Teguiarly an conscientiously dis- 
fully aggravate the sufferings of the afflict- | sa goa ee ee 
ed patients in this Hospital, but likewise n reference to Mr. Sleigh s statement, 

Se indice an fadifleren : | that the duty of chaplain is much lessened 


would induce an indifference in young prac- 1 _ 408 , 
titioners to the perfection of their instru- | by the numbers of Roman Catholic sick, it 
ments, of the most injurious and cruel na- | ®ppears that 21 may be considered as the 
wre, and ia consequence throughout the greatest number of such patients at any one 


practice of surgery. period, 


In regard to any judgment on the ex- WINE. 

pense of surgical instruments in this Hospi- ¢ : 
tal, as founded on comparison with other Resolved,—That it appears to your Com- 
hospitals, it appears that the number of] Sstee, that the wine is received and ad- 
accidents in St. George’s exceeds those of} ministered, and the account of the — 
the Middlesex by upwards of 100 annually. ordered and consumed, kept with a care an 

| attention which leave the Committe no rea- 
son to suppose that there is any abuse in its 
| expenditure. 
Resolved,—That the expense under this; It appears by a statement obtained from 
head ought to be regulated by the duties! a Governor of the Middlesex Hospital, that 
required of the clergyman, from the exten- the quantity consumed is less than that 
sive duties imposed upon the office in this! used for the same purpose in the Middlesex 
Hospital, down to the lowest cegree in| Hospital. 
which any religious exercise is provided for. , 

In this Hospital, the chaplain is required oP orien 

to reside in the Hospital—io ecnsider him- | Resolved,—That the whole salary and 
self asa constantly superintenting governor | emoluments of the apothecary, who has 
of the whole establisl:ment—to perform full | heen six years at the Hospital, is 190/., to 
service on Sunday morning, and read prayers | which the addition of board, &c., estimated 
in the evening; to read prayers daily in| a¢ 504, per annum, forms the whole of his 
the wards—to visit such of the sick as compensation ; nor does it appear to the 
wish for, or are willing to receive, his! Committee, that a careful and trust-worthy 
private advice and instruction, and to be person, in this branch of the profession, 
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could be obtained} with any real saving to 
the Hospital at a less annual expense. 

That the pupils of the hospital, in general, 
are not allowed to make up medicines, lest, 
from inexperience, mistakes and faults 
should occur, which would be highly inju- 
rious to the welfare and lives of the patients, 
and detrimental to the interests of the esta- 
blishment. This Committee, therefore, see 
no reason to alter the practice of the hospi- 
tal in this respect. 


BEDS, BEDDING, &c. 

Resolved,—In regard to bedding, your 
Committee have been e to the same, 
or even greater trouble, in attempting to 
come to any conclusion, upon the presump- 
tion to be derived from comparisons, the ac- 
counts in different establishments being sv 
differently arranged. 

In this hospital, for instance, under the 
head of bedding are included many neces- 
sary articles of expense, which, perhaps, are 
not included under the same head in other 
establishments. The Committee, howerer, 
have pot found the smallest reason to believe 
that there has been any abuse or negligence, 
or absence of attention, either in the pur- 
chase or use of the various articles of expen- 
diture included under the title of bed, bed- 
ding, furniture, &c. 


ARTICLES. 


The item that has been animadverted upon 
by Mr. Sleigh, under the head of articles, 
appears to this Committee to have been 
fairly accounted for. Above one-third of it 
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for the consideration of the Governors, whe- 
ther the period of such attendance should 
or should not, be limited to three months, 
at the end of which time fresh letters of re- 
commendation should be required from the 
Governors for the further admission of such 
patients. 
2nd, That although it does not appear 
that any irregularity has taken place in the 
mode hitherto adopted, of auditing the ac- 
counts of the hospital, which has been strict- 
ly in accordance with its regulations ; and 
although in the year chiefly examined, two 
Governors of the greatest respectability 
have affixed their signatures to the accounts, 
still your Committee beg to suggest to the 
General Court the propriety of appointing, 
hereafter, fixed auditors for the hospital ac- 
counts, in lieu of the present mode of ex- 
amination by a committee of audit. And 
further, that the printed annual reports of 
the income and expenditure of the hospital 
shall have the signatures of such auditors 
affixed to them. 
Signed, (on behalf of the Committee, ) 
Fatmovurn, Chairman. 


SPECIAL GENERAL COURT. 
July 13, 1827. 
Resolved,—That the evidence upon which 
the report of the Select Committee is found- 
ed, be open to the inspection of any Gover- 
nor, at the hospital, at seasonable hours, on 
application to the secretary. 


This report is certainly of most extraor- 





has been for legacy duty and stamps, and 
the remainder for some weekly petty dis- | 
bursements of the Matron on account of the 
patients. 


Resolved,—That so far from any thing 
in the nature of “jobbing” having been 
practised at this hospital, the medical and 
other officers belonging to it appear to have 
executed their several duties, not only with 

at correctness and regularity, but with a 
zeal for which the nature of such institutions 
affords so much opportunity, and which 
cannot but greatly enhance the utility of 
their professional services. 

In conclusion, your Committe trust that 
they will not be deemed to exceed the pro- 
per limits of their investigation, when they 
submit the following suggestions to the Go- 
vernors as to the improvements incidentally 
occurring to them, with regard to the future 
management of this hospital. 

ist. That inasmuch as it is difficult for the 
medical men to resist the appeals made to 
their feelings, to retain out-patients on the 
books when they appear to derive little 
benefit from medicine, after long attend- 
ance at this hospital, it may be a question 





dinary length, and its verbosity is only 


| equalled by its absurdity. It is surprising 


that the Committee did not at once raise 


jthe following question, ‘‘ Has Mr. Sleigh 


published an accurate statement of the Hos- 
pital accounts?” because if that question 
cannot be met by a direct negative, then it 
follows as an indisputable corollary, that 
there has been either great extravagance in 
the management of St. George’s Hospital, 
or that the patients of other hospitals are 
very scantily supplied with the worst of 
hospital fare. The question really resolves 
itself into a nutshell; but there has been 
so much ill will displayed, so much of cri- 
mination and recrimination ; so much said 
of the motives of Mr. Sleigh in bringing for- 
ward the charges; in short, such mancu- 
vres have been adopted with a view to 
keep the only question which ought to be 
considered, from the eye of the public, that 
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it lias been nearly lost sight of; we will, 
however, once more bring it forward, and a 
little consideration must convince the reader 
that the foregoing report is a mere fudge ; 
positively nothing but fudge, or probably 
it would be more correct if we were to say, 
that it is an admission of the truth of Mr. 
Sleigh’s accusations. 

First, with a view to place this matter in 
as clear a light as possible, we have to offer 
a few remarks on the practice of calculating 
the number of hospital patients, which is 


productive of a vast deal of misconception, 


if not of fraud. We are told, for instance, 
that the in-patients of St. George’s Hospi- 
tal, during the past year, have amounted to 
nineteen hundred and fourteen, and the out- 
patients to three thousand and thirty-seven; and 
are subsequently informed, in the same work, 
(the Official Report,) that the gross ex- 
penses of the Hospital, that is, for relieving 
these four thousand nine hundred and fifty- 
one patients, either by cure or death, by 
puncturing their arteries instead of their 
veins, or agreeably to the verdict of a Jury, 
by “‘ improper surgical treatment ;”” by rip- 
ping open the parieties of the abdomen for 
prolapsus ani, by frequently cutting into 
enlarged glands, in mistake for the sacs of 
hernia, bya method ef bandaging pecu- 
liarly favourable to the progress of mortifi- 
cation ; for all these modes of relief, cure, 
mutilation, strangulation, and death, the 
gross charge amounts to eight thousand two 
hundred and ten pounds ; and the enormous 
sum of one thousand seven hundred and 
sixty pounds fourteen shillings and eight- 
pence, stands opposed to the single item— 
“Drugs.” Of the three thousand out- 
patients it is almost unnecessary to speak, 
as the expense arising from an attendance 
on them is generally a mere bagatelle ; but 
the framers of these accounts would have 
acted more fairly towards the subscribers 
of the Hospital, if they had shown the eract 
proporti of expenditure incurred by each 
department of patients, that is, the “ Ins” 
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and “ Outs ;” but the Committee admit, in 
their Report, “ that the princreat expense 
of drugs is in administering to in-patients.”’ 
We have already expressed our objection to 
the manner in which the patients are num- 
bered in the whole of these productions 
entitled “ Reports,” and we shall now ex- 
plain the grounds of our objection. We are 
told, for example, that St. George’s Hospi- 
tal, during the past year, has contained 
nineteen hundred and fourteen in-patients, 
than which we never beheld any statement 
more decidedly calculated to produce delu- 
sion. True, it is not alleged that this 
number have been maintained in the Hos- 
pital daily throughout the year; it is not 
alleged that even half the number have been 
so maintained, physicked and bandaged; but 
it is left open to the Governors to infer, if 
they please, that twelve, or even fifteen 
hundred patients, have been so supported ; 
yet nothing can be more erroneous than such 
a supposition: the truth is, that in the 
place of nineteen hundred and fourteen, 
there ought to have stood two hundred and 
ten, and not one more, as the Hospital con- 
tains only that quantity of beds, conse- 
quently, it could accommodate, at no one 
time, a greater number of patients than 
could occupy them ; so that admitting the 
Wards to be always full, there can be only 
maintained throughout the year, two hundred 
and ten persons, who, according to the Com- 
mittee, swallow the principal part of drugs 
amounting to seventeen hundred and sixty 
pounds. Thus we lop off seventeen hun- 
dred and four of their nineteen hundred and 
fourteen patients, with a single stroke of 
the pen, and, at the same time, expose the 
chicanery of those who caused it to appear 
in print. If the patients had been changed 
daily, we presume they would have been 
multiplied by three hundred and sixty-five, 
and that the managers would have pom- 
pously set forth, that during the year 1826, 
seventy-six thousand six hundred and fifty pa- 
tients had been received into St. George’s 
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Hospital, which announcement would not 
be more absurd than that nine hundred 
and fourteen were admitted. Let us still 
further expose its absurdity: if a man 
throughout the year, keeping in his stable 
not more than two horses at any one 
time, were to exchange or “ swop” them 
frequently, so that he hed fifty different 
horses in the course of twelve months, 
would he state that he had kept fifty horses 





during the past year ’—none but a fool, or 
one who had no regard for truth, would ad- 
vance such an assertion; and as he had | 
kept but two horses regularly, such of | 


ABUSES AT ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 


pate all thought of the probable fate that 
awaits him. 

Mr. Stercu rates the salary of the Chap- 
lain at three hundred pounds, and possibly, 
as he was deep enough to evade an exami- 
nation in the ease of poor Hammond, his 
services to the Institution are not over- 
valued ; besides, is he not “ Chairman” of 
the Weekly Board, “ Auditor,” too, of the 
Hospital accounts, ef his own sccounts’ 
Parson-chairman, Parson-auditor, but not 
one of the wxpaid—oh! too happy pastor of 
a hapless flock ! 

Mr. Steicu objects to the salaries of the 


course would be his statement, however | apothecary and assistant-apothecary, two 
frequently he might have changed them. | hundred pounds to the former, end one hun- 
Hence, to such « question, as ‘‘ How many | dred to the latter; here we think he is de- 
horses did you keep last year!’ his answer | cidedly in error, and are of opinion, that 
would be “rwo;” so with regard to St.| instead of being too high, they are much 
George’s Hospital —— How many patients | too low. Mr. Sleigh indeed tells us, that 
did it contain during the past year? we | an apothecary could be procured ‘‘ for a 


should reply, by saying, rwo HUNDRED AND 
TEN. 
Under these circumstances, the charge of 


seventeen hundred and sixty pounds for 
drugs will be regarded as most preposterous 
by every individual conversant with the sub- 


ject. In the same light will be regarded 
the charge of seven hundred and sixteen 
pounds sixteen shillings for beds, blankets, 
and sheets, the annual charge, be it remem- 
bered, for an establishment containing not 
more than two hundred and ten beds. “ Sur- 
gical instruments” for the year are set down 
at one hundred and twenty six pounds, but con- 
sidering the manner in which they are used, 
broken, twisted, and jagged, as they must 
frequently be by the dexterous operators 
of this Hospital, we do not think that the 
charge is high, or that the instrument 
maker can profit much by the bargain. 
** Wine”’ one hundred and nine pounds. As 
we are of opinion that the situation of a 
patient in St. George's Hospital is as for- 
lora as @ prisoner's in the Black Hole of 
Calcutta, we would allow him a bottle, at 
least, of old port a day, with a view to dissi- 





hundred a year; yes, one fit for a dog 
kennel, but not fit for St. George’s Hospi- 
tal, where the apothecary should be en- 
dowed with talents of the first order, in con- 
sequence of the peculiar quelifications of 
the physicians andsurgeons. 1s Dr. Hewett’s 
treatment of Catherine Owen forgottea? It 
is unnecessary to say more on the subject on 
the present occasion, because, as it is not 
attempted to be denied that Mr. Sleigh has 
copied the Hospital accounts with accu- 
racy, the charge of extravagance necessa- 
rilly remains in full force, especially now 
that we have shown the actual number of 
the in-patients. But a comparative state- 
ment of the expenditure of St. “ urge’s 
and the Westminster Hospitals, would of 
itself be more than sufficient evidence to 
convince every impartial and competent 
mind, that there is something wrong in the 
management of the former institution :— 

Hospitals. Patients. Total Exp. 98. 

St. George’s 4159 £8441 11 5 £1764 2 0 
Westminster 3502 2583 lv 1 32112 1 
There being an excess of patients in favour 
of St. George’s Hospital of six sunprep 
AND THIRTY-SEVEN, to meet which there 
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is an excess of expense of rive THOUSAND | but slowly, towards six or seven o'clock in 
; aan 4 | the morning he celled in bis chief, aad it 
VIVE HUNDEED AND FIFTY-SEVEN POUNDS) 14. determined to assist the delivery. The 
head of the child was, at length, ght 
down, but the woman being exhausted, and 
having no peins, some difficulty was found 
in delivering the body ; it was therefore de- 
termined to call in further aid, and a mes- 
}sage having been dispatched to another 
medical person, he being from home, his 
son or assistant came; and now three being 
present, greater force was employed, but to 
no purpose. During these efforts, the bead 
of the child was separated from the body, 
and the crotchet being introduced, was 
hooked under the axilla, but without effect. 
| A fourth surgeon having arrived about three 
| o'clock, it was determined to push back the 
| body of the child—introduce the hand, seize 
j the feet, and by turning the child, deliver 
|the woman; in so doing, as might have 
| been foreseen, the uterus was ruptured, 
'and the body of the child having receded 
Ine peculiar circumstances connected | amongst the bowels, profuse hamorrbage 
| of course followed, and the woman became 
| speechless. 
couchement at Richmond, are the only sub-| The medical men,iaving washed their 
jects on the tapis in the medical circles | bands, called in the husband, and having 
J , assured him that every effort had been made 
of that neighbourhood. Unfortunately, the | to save his wife's life, took their leave. 
affair has taken a still wider range, and) Two hours after the poor woman died! 
: » ai : : -.. | Next morning these four men-midwives, 
is freely discussed by the intelligent portion attended by a fifth, came and opened the 


of the community residing within an exten- body of the poor woman, and having ex- 


PWRLVE SHILLINGS AND FOURPENCE. 

As to the foregoing report, when one re- 
fects that it is from « Committee composed 
of Lords, Honourables, and ‘‘ Doctors,” 
relative to the purchase of drugs, surgical 
instruments, coals, and candles, beds, blan- 
kets, and sheets, it is precisely the sort of 
thing we expected, since we looked for'| 
no more information from them on the mat- 
ters they were appointed to coutlasie | 
than we should have done from a committee 





of sucking-pigs. 


with the medical treatment of a late ac- 


sive range of the surrounding country. We| ‘tracted the headless trunk, laid it along 


are sorry that it is invariably brought for- 


the surgeons of Richmond generally, in 
which there is surely but little of justice, 
as the disgrace (if any be incurred) can 
only be attached to those who were con- 
cerned with the transaction. 

When we published the notice that ap- 
peared in a former Number, we were weak 
enough to anticipate that the parties would 
furnish us with an accurate report of the 
case for publication. In this we have been 
disappointed, consequently we lay before 
the profession the following particulars from 
a Correspondent, whom we believe to be 
well acquainted with the fa>ts :— 

Ow the evening of the 350th of April last, 
& poor woman, residing at Richmond, 
already the mother of four living chil- 
dren, fell in labour, and a message having 


been sent to her man-midwife, his assistant 


came to her about midnight. The pains 


not being strong, and the labour advancing 


with the head, and left the house, having 
first given strict injunctions to the nurse 
ward as a subject of reproach and scandal to| not to permit any person to view the dead 


, bodies ; it was then sedulously reported, in 
the village, that the death of the woman was 
owing to the child’s body having been 

(double—the twe bodies of this monstrous 
foetus having been joined back to back, so 
that it could not be extracted. T'wo other 
medical gentlemen of the village, having 

| called in the afternoon to inquire about this 
extraordinary monster, the nurse showed 

| them the bodies, and told them the real 
nature of this fatal case. 

On the Friday forenoon, the bodies were 
consigned to the grave. One of the two 
medical men who had seen the dead bodies, 
being greatly shocked at the audacious 
felsehood which had been propagated re- 
specting the cause of the non-delivery, and 
death of the mother and child, laid the case 
before two of the magistrates of the county 
of Surrey, and requested they would cause an 
Inquest to be held on the bodies. The 
Coroner was sent for, but declined coming 
over till the Monday, when he took the 
depositions of all the parties on oath, with 
the exception of the four men-midwives 
who were the actors and abettors of this sad 
transaction. One of the curates of the vil- 
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lage attended, and, at his earnest entreaties, 
the matter was hushed up—nothing having 
been since done towards a more full dis- 
closure of the affair. The nurse, who was 
present, said, in the first instance, that the 
head was cut off by one of the surgeons, 
but having been examined on this point be- 
fore the Coroner, said, that it was torn off 
by pulling ; but this variation it was be- 
lieved she had been instructed to make, by 
having been tampered with a of the 
parties. It has since been declared, by the 
operator himself, that the head of the infant 
was cut off. 


The surgeons who figured on this occa- 
sion, are said to be Saint Junius, Mr. 
Sreicur, Saint Jurivs the younger, and 
Mr. Steight’s Assistant. 
Mr. Jemmett, or Gibbet, and the Magis- 
The 
above is a statement of the facts as they 
As regards the 
Surgeons, comment is unnecessary. Had 


The Coroner, a 
trates, three of the Surrey unparp. 
have been reported to us. 


there been any thing wrong in their pro- 
fessional conduct, without doubt we should 
have heard of it from the Great Unrarp ;| 
and asthe Surrey Magistrates are remarkable 
for their brilliant attainments in all mat- 
ters of science, they are peculiarly capable 
of determining the nicest points of obstetric 
practice. 

Since this case occurred, it has been 





commonly reported that the St. George’s 
accoucheurs reside at Richmond, whilst | 


others say that the treatment adopted is | 


one of the characteristics of the Surgery of | 
Saints—that the babe was baptized previ- 
ously to decapitation, and that the latter step 
was chosen as the shortest way to Heaven. 
The case must have been a most distressing 
one ; but we are informed that Saint Julius 
passed through the embarrassing scene with 
the greatest fortitude, and being one of the 
** Elect,” or a man of “‘ Grace,” it cannot be 
supposed that his temper is easily dis- 
turbed. 

** So unaffected, so composed a mind, 

So firm, yet soft,—so strong, yet so refin’d; 


Heaven, as its purest gold, by tortures tried, 
The saint sustain’d it, but the woman died.” 





DR. HALL ON THE DISEASES OF FEMALES. 


Commentaries on some of the more important of 
the Diseases of Females. In Three Parts 
By Marsnatt Hatt, M.D., F.R.S. E., 
&c.” Bvo. pp. 376 ; London, 1827 ; Long- 
man and Co. 

Dr. Mansuart Hatt is favourably known 

to the profession by various essays connect- 

ed with the subject now forming a part of 

The first part 

of the author's division of his work com- 


the present commentaries. 


prises a consideration of those morbid affec. 
tions which are principally incident to 
youthful females, consisting chiefly in a de- 
ranged state of the general health, a morbid 
condition of the uterine system, with defec- 
tive development of the body. 

The second part comprehends the dis- 
eases of the puerperal state ; and the third, 
those affections which are incident to the 
middle and later periods of life, which are 
chiefly constitutional, consisting in derange- 


| ment of the general health, or arising from 


undue lactation, from menorrhagia, or leu- 
corrhea, or from the habitudes of the two 
characteristic periods—of the cessation o! 
the catamenia, and of the decline or sink- 
The 
diseases which are local and confined to 


ing of the vital powers in old age. 


the “ uterine system,” do not fall within 
the scope of the author's design. 

After a few general observations on pe- 
culiarity of constitution, too rapid growth, 
loaded bowels, want of attention to cloth- 
ing and exercise, &c., as predisposing to 
the complaints of youthful females, the 
author proceeds, in his second chapter, to 
treat of what he calls “ an acute disorder of 
the general health,”” which comes on insi- 
diously, and endures for many months be- 
fore it attracts the serious attention of the 
patient or her friends. A medical opinion 
being at length taken, the affection is usually 
sufficiently characterised by a general feel- 
ing of weakness, with tremor, headache, or 
vertigo, fluttering, faintishness, tendency 
to perspiration on the least exertion or sur- 
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prise, weariness, aching, and loss of flesh ; 
and with these symptoms there are peculiar 
states of the countenance, of the tongue, 
and internal mouth, which the author de- 
scribes by coloured plates, and in the fol- 
lowing terms :— 


** Soon after the commencement of this 
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there are a few observations connected with 
this subject, however, to which it may be 
right to draw the reader’s attention. Head- 
ach, vertigo, and wandering pains, are fre- 
|quent in this affection, and are, perhaps, 
hated by J 
venesection, and active purging. A patient 


too indiscriminately c h 








disorder, the countenance is observed toj affected with chlorosis is extremely sub- 
have become rather pale and thin ; the lips 
are pale, and, with the chin, are frequent! : 
observed to be tremulous on speaking ; the | 8T° usually supposed to be inflammatory, 
surface of the face is frequently affected | but which, in reality, are often kept up by 
with an appearance of oily and clammy per- | 
spiration, especially about the nose ; and} ; : 
there is usually a degree of sallowness and| blood. The first case in which the author 


ject to attacks of these local pains, which 


irritation, and debility from a deficiency of 


darkness of the complexion in general, but 
principally about the eyes and mouth. The 
face is sometimes rather bloated, and the 


skin coarsish at first, but afterwards there | 


is some degree of emaciation. 


“The tongue is almost invariably much | 


loaded ; sometimes, however, only slightly, 
whilst its edges are clean and red. In other 
severer cases, a load has been formed over 
the tongue, and has peeled off all at once, 
or in patches, leaving the surface morbidly 


red, smooth, and tender ; but generally the 
f 


tongue, in the acuter form of disorder o 
the general health, is loaded, swollen, and 
edematous, marked by pressure against the 
contiguous teeth, and formed, more or less, 
into sulci or plaits, and presents, upon its 
upper surface, numerous enlarged papill ; 
the gums are also swollen, and sometimes 
red, at others palish, and they occasionally 
bleed ; the inside of the cheeks are like the 
tongue, frequently impressed by pressure 
against the teeth.’ 

The teeth and mouth are foul, the saliva 
is viscid, the breath tainted, the skin cool, 
moist and clammy, the hands and feet are 
usually cold, the fingers rather livid, and 
the nails frequently assume a lilac hue, 
which is described with considerable accu- 
racy by coloured engravings, as indeed are 
the various appearances of the face, lips, 
and tongue, observed in females labour- 
ing under this disturbed state of the gene- 
ral health, and the more confirmed com- 
plaint called chlorosis. The symptomato- 
logy of these disorders, in short, is laid 
down with almost tedious minuteness and 
reiteration. We do not perceive any thing 
particularly novel in the treatment. Too 


much purging and leeching is discouraged ; 


saw the importance of distinguishing be- 


|tween these local pains and inflammatory 
| affections, had been successively treated by 
| bleeding, blisters, and leeches to an incre- 
dible extent, the patient having in the first 
instance severe pain in the head, and after- 
wards pain of the right side. The case was 
distinguished by the usual appearances and 
symptoms of disordered general health, and 
was promptly cured by the appropriate re- 
medies. The diagnosis is founded upon the 
state of the countenance, the tongue, the 
general surface, the bowels, and the cata- 
menia, upon the multitude and variety of 
the symptoms, the variable history of the 
If a 


chlorotic patient be attacked by inflamma- 


case, and the effects of remedies. 


tion, there may be some difficulty in the 
diagnosis ; but even in this case, the author 
argues, the disease will assume a settled and 
definite form, instead of the varying and 
complicated character of chlorosis, and may 
be distinguished by a careful examination. 
In the diagnosis of chlorosis, with pain in 
the head, for example, from inflammation of 
the brain, or its membranes, there are not 
in the latter affection the characteristic 
appearances and symptoms of chlorosis, as 
observed in the countenance, tongue, ge- 
neral surface, &c. but, on the contrary, the 
peculiar and definite symptoms of inflamma- 
tion only. 

The cough and dyspnea, the palpitation 
of the heart, the pain of the side, and ab- 
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domen, are to be distinguished frow infam-|ed, but she was so much exhausted as to 
mation, in the same way by comparing the | be confined to her room for three months. 
general and local characteristics of hysteria | This period having elapsed, she returned, 
and chlorosis with those of inflammation, lim some degree, to her wonted occupations ; 
and by ascertaining the history of the case, | still her health was extremely variable ; the 
aad observing the effects of remedies. Such | pain of the head recurred and disappeared 
is an outline of the author's opinions, which,| suddenly; whenever it was present all 
though not altogether novel, are yet oh oes were insupporteble ; the scalp was 
tled to the serious consideration of the ultra | extremely sore, and the head felt as though 
phlebotomists, who will find the subject/it were bound by an iron-hoop; the spirits 
more fully discussed in the 9th volume of| were greatly depressed, and the bowels tor- 
Tue Lancer, pp. 511, 512. The necessity | pid. Under the impression that the pain of 
of a strict diagnosis in such cases cannot | the head depended upon fulness of the blood- 
be too strongly enforced; and with this| vessels, the patient was enjoined to live 
discrimination it is certain that old practi-| abstemiously, but she always asserted that 
tioners are not in the habit of bleeding for} ber complaints were relieved by taking 
such erratic or chronic pains, whatever may food. 
be done by beginners. | She was now treated by cordial aperient 
In his eighth chapter, the author illus- | medicines, and allowed a generous diet; in 
trates his opinions by citing two cases of | process of time she recovered her health. 
disordered health of ladies returned from/ « 4, regard to this case,” says Dr, Hail, 
India. The first patient, a mother of three |‘ I would observe, that if the bowels had 
children, had suffered much from the cli- | P°®™ Promptly evacuated on the Grst attack, 
| 1 am enabled by my experience to say, that 
mate, and repeated hamorrhages from what | the blood-letting would have been unneces- 
was termed debility of the uterine vessels. | sary, and the patient would have escaped the 
Soon after her return to this country she Gree erent extining and eoafinsinene.” 
became alarmingly ill, with severe pain in| {ptestinal irritation, without doubt, often 
the heed, together with great intolerance | produces a set of troublesome symptoms, 
of light and sound. The feet were cold, | resembling those of phrenitis or peritonitis ; 
but the skin was hot and dry; tongue fur- | and, as Dr. Hall argues, it is idle to say that 
red; pulse 130, with costive bowels, irre-| i¢ is better to mistake irritation for inflam- 
gular and interrupted catamenia ; fourteen | mation than the latter for the former. It is 
ounces of blood were taken from the arm, | of the utmost importance, he continues, to 
and purgatives ard saline draughts adminis-| attend to the distinctions which he bas 
tered. The blood being buffed and cupped, | made between inflammation and intestinal 
the bleeding was carried to syncope on the irritation, in regard to the treatment ; “ for 
following day ; purgatives were again re-/ although blood-letting and purging are to 
sorted to, till at length several dark aud | be used in every case, yet the former is the 
fetid motions were procured. The head! remedy in inflammation, and the latter in 
was now relieved, but the patient was! intestival irritation.” If inflammation be 
greatly exhausted. | treated by purgatives alone, it will gene- 
The symptoms returned again at times, | rally destroy the patient ; and in intestinal 
but with diminished violence ; and the re-| irritation, blood-letting generally tends to 
lief which followed the evacuation of the | the same result. 
bowels was so great, that the patient was} Sometimes the symptoms of the latter 
always desirous of resorting to opening me-| disorder are blended with those of the for- 
dicines. Her sufferings gradually diminish-| mer, and, provieg fatal, present all the 
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traces of inflammatory action. Many cases of 


inflammation exhibit no symptoms of intes- 
tinal irritation—no rigor, or heat, or affection 
of the head ; but the effects of inflammation 
are found on dissection. On the other hand, 
all the symptoms of intestinal irritation, as 
rigor, heat, headach, with pain, tender- 
ness, and tension of the abdomen, have oc- 
curred without leaving a trace of infamma- 
tory action on examination after death. The 
conclusion, then, is obvious—inflammation 
and imtestinal irritation may exist sepa- 
rately, but they may also exist together. 
The author believes puerperal mania to re- 
sult, in general, from all the circumstances 
following parturition, but chiefly from the 
united influences of intestinal irritation and 
loss of blood. He is persuaded that real 
puerperal mania is seldom inflammatory, 
and that it is especially to be treated 
by those measures which are suited to the 
mixed case of intestinal irritation and ex- 
heustion. He attributes much more to 


this mixed state, than merely to that ‘‘ of 


the sexual system after delivery,” which 
Dr. Gooch, in a paper published in the sixth 
volume of the ‘'ransactions of the College 


of Physicians, makes the chief cause of 


this affection, It is plain, however, that 
intestinal irritation, and exhaustion from loss 
of blood, (see our analysis of Dr. Hall's 
essays before alluded to,) are not the sole 


ongin of the symptoms which constitute 
puerperal mania, though the following case 


corroborates, in a great measure, the 
opinions of the author on this subject :— 


“ Mrs. —— was well, except a little 
cough during the whole course of her preg- 
nancy. Labouring pains commenced on 
Satu.day, at three o’clock in the afternoon, 
and continued trifling for twenty-four hours; 
they then became severer, and continued so 
until Tuesday afternoon ; at this time the 
pains became severer still, and remained so 
until her delivery at midnight, when she 
was greatly exhausted. There was no seri- 
ous flooding or bowel complaint; and 
Mrs, —— continued to do well until Friday, 
about fifty hours after her delivery ; at this 


time she was afflicted with severe pain of 
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the head, with great beating and noise, and 
great intolerance of light and sound, and 
dozing, interrapted with much starting. 
She was better the succeeding morning, but 
became very much worse in the afternoon, 
with the same pain of the head, and other 
symptoms, as before ; the pain was ex- 
tremely severe, and she passed a restless 
night. I saw Mrs. the next day, Sun- 
day ; she was then affected with great pain 
of the head, some delirium, and occasional 
attempts to get out of bed ; intolerance of 
light, noise, and disturbance, and a very 
frequent pulse from 130 to 140 ; there was 
a feeling of sinking, starting and alarms, and 
| frightful visions on closing her eyes, or fall- 
| ing asleep, with a mixture of delirium and 
| consciousness of delirium. 





| 

| This state continued until Wednesday 
jand Thursday ; on the former day there 
| Was some delirium, with crying and tears, 
| and a constant desire to get out of bed ; an 
|entire absence of rest and sieep had ob- 
| tained for five days. Leeches und purga- 
tives, and anodyne draughts of the usual 
| Strength, had been employed in vain, the 
; Symptoms having much increased in vio- 
lence every day. (On the evening of Thurs- 
| day, a drachm of tinct. opii, and of the sp. 
ammoniv arom., were given and repeated in 
| the night, and snow was applied to the head, 
This induced a profound and quiet sleep, 
with only a little starting on awaking ; she 
awoke, indeed, free from delirium, and 
much refreshed, and the pulse was less fre- 
quent. The draught was repeated on Fri- 
day, at bed time. The pulse continued to 
diminish in frequency, and the symptoms to 
subside from this time; the flow of the 
lochia, and of the milk, was natural. Once, 
in the course of this case, there were pains, 
and some tenderness of the lower part of the 
abdomen, which were effectually relieved 
by a fomentation, and an ammoniaca] lini- 
ment.” 


In several puerperal affections, such as 
pains of the head, chest, and abdomen, 
treated by blood-letting, the tragical end 
;seems to have been brought about by the 
exhaustion consequent on loss of blood ; in 
one or two of them, at least, this conclusion 
appears to be almost inevitable. 


The work appears to us to be somewhat 
defective in method ; but it is evidently the 
production of a man who sees symptoms 
with the eye of a master, and we have great 
pleasure in recommending it to the notice 
of our readers. 








MR. ABERNETHY’S RESIGNATION. 


THE MARYLEBONE INFIRMARY. 


Few of our readers are perhaps aware, that 
the parish of Marylebone has attached to its 
workhouse an infirmary, which contains no 
less than 400 beds. 
the Vade Mecum, and formerly the work- 


Dr. Hooper, author of 


house apothecary, has the care of the medi- 
cal cases, whilst Mr. Phillips, an active, 
intelligent, and scientific surgeon, has the 
sole management of the pure surgical de- 
partment. Though no students are admitted, 
as pupils, Mr. Phillips, by his liberal con- 
duct, throws open the wards as much as 
circumstances will admit, to those of his 
brethren eager in the pursuit of sound chi- 
rurgical knowledge, and the numerous im- 
portant cases which have lately occurred, 
have made this Infirmary quite a fashion- 
able lounge! 1t was but a few months ago 
that Mr. Phillips performed his first “ great 
operation,” which he achieved with singu- 
lar coolness and dexterity, and his success 
was complete: it was a case of popliteal 
aneurism. There is at present a most in- 
teresting case of aneurism of the innomi- 
nata, under the care of this distinguished 
surgeon, in which it has been said, that he 
proposes to adopt the bold measure of tying 
both the subclavian and carotid arteries, 
which could be done by making one inci- 
sion, commencing at the acromial extremity 
of the clavicle, extending along the supra- 
clavicular space to the edge of the sterno- 
mastoideus, then sweeping upwards across 
He 


will thus be easily enabled to place a liga- 


that muscle as far as the os hyoides! 


ture on the subclavian en passant, and the 
termination of his incision will land him 


safely on the top of the carotid. 





Tue Court held at St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital last week, was composed of about 
forty Governors. After the Minutes of 
former Committees had been read and 
confirmed, the resignation of Mr. Aber- 
nethy was communicated by his letter to 
the Court, accompanied by a donation of 
one hundred guineas. 
pressed his reluctance to accept of the re- 
signaticn, hoping that Mr. Abernethy might 
be prevailed on to continue his valuable ser- 
vices to the Hospital! but it appeared that 
it was his wish to resign. 


One governor ex- 


It was proposed, 


and seconded, that Mr. Abernethy should 
be elected the consulting surgeon ; but this 


was afterwards withdrawn. There was 
general feeling, that if the Hospital were 
deprived of Mr. Abernethy as an operating 
surgeon, that the public and the profession 
might still profit by his experience and 
knowledge as ateacher! and it was assent- 
ed to, that Mr. Abernethy should continue 
to give his anatomical and surgical lectures. 
Dr. Latham moved, that the thanks of the 
Court should be given to Mr. Abernethy, 
for the able and conscientious manner in 
which, during a period of 40 years, he had 
discharged the duties of hisoffice! This 
was unanimously carried. 

At the next Committee, Mr. Abernethy 


will be proposed a Governor. What next! 
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£ 
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GUY’S HOSPITAL. 


CASES OF DISEASE OF THE BREAST. 


Case 1.—Carcinomatous Disease of the Mamma, 
with the Operation for its removal. 


Tue subject of this disease was a woman, 
42 years of age, of dark complexion, married, 
but had never borne children ; she came from 
Poole, in Dorsetshire, and was admitted 
under the care of Mr. Morgan. She stated 
that her attention was first directed to the 
disease of the mamma about five months 
since, in consequence of feeling lancinating 
pains in the part. 
whole of the right mamma was found to pos- 
sess a stony hardness; it was not much 
increased in size, as compared with the op- 
posite breast ; the skin was not discoloured ; 
the nipple was slightly retracted ; it gave 
but little pain on pressure, and was not 
attached to the parts beneath, The patient 
complained of occasional stabbing pains ; 
there was no glandular disease in the axilla, 
but what is of great importance to mention, | 
she had not ceased to menstruate,—the | 
catamenia having been present a short time | 
before her admission into the hospital. 

Sir Astley Cooper, who saw the patient 


THE BREAST. 


right mamma, at the time of admission, was 
enlarged to about three times the size of the 
opposite breast, forming an oblong tumour, 
its long axis from side to side, the nipple not 
being however in the centre of the swelling, 
but at about one third from its outer side. 
The whole breast, as viewed generally, had 
a purplish appearance, with some degree of 
brightness of the skin, the discolouration 
more evident on the inner side. On close 
inspection the minute cutaneous veins were 


573 





On examination the | 


seen to be loaded, and there were also large 
| subcutaneous veins passing over the breast ; 
it was very tense to the touch, not yielding 
to moderate pressure, but was harder in 
some places than in others. The breast, as 
| felt by the hand on examination, was very 
| heavy, and apparently free from connexion 
|with the parts beneath. There was no 
glandular disease in the axilla. 

The patient stated that the disease was of 
fourteen weeks standing, and that it com- 
menced on the inner side of the breast, gra- 
dually extending throughunt its substance.* 
On further questioning, however, she re- 
marked, that she had had for .pwards of ten 
| years a small lump in the leti side of the 
| breast, from which part the disease com- 
jmenced. She had borne several children, 
| and suckled them from the right breast. 

Sir Astley Cooper on seeing the patient, 
observed, that it was a case of fungoid dis- 
ease, and recommended the breast to be re- 
moved. 

Mr. Morgan operated on Saturday, July 


shortly after her admission, was of opinion,| 28. The operation was, in fact, merely 
that the disease was of a malignant nature, | dissecting off the breast ; the disease had so 
true scirrhus of the breast,—and recom-| far affected the skin, that it was impractica- 
mended the removal of the part by an ope-| ble tosave any integument, and the denuded 


ration. 

On Tuesday, July 24th, Mr. Morgan ex- | 
tirpated the breast; he made two oblique | 
elliptical incisions, which, meeting at their | 
extremities, included the diseased mass, and 
this was subsequently dissected from the 
parts beneath. Mr. Callaway compressed | 
the subclavian artery, and very little blood 
was lost; several vessels were tied, and 
the wound dressed with adhesive plaster. | 
The patient has in every respect done well 


| part was therefore simply covered with lint, 
and left to be filled up by a granulating pro- 
cess. The subclavian artery being, as in 
the former case, compressed, there was very 
little hemorrhage. 

The tumour was enveloped in a dense 
capsule ; an incision being made into a por- 
tion, a quantity of yellowish serum escaped ; 
it was firm at its base, but at its circumfe- 
rence there were numerous small cells, or 
eysts, containing serum. 


since the operation. oa : 

An examination of the part removed fully | Case 3.—Simple Chronic Tumour of the Breast. 
confirmed the opinion formed as to its nature; | The following case of what Sir A. Cooper 
the whole substance of the mammary gland | describes as simple chronic tumour of the 
had undergone an entire change, being con-| breast, may be usefully related, in conjunc - 
verted into a substance nearly of cartila- | tion with the two foregoing cases of malig- 
ginous hardness. There was a considerable | nant disease of the breast. It will be re- 
portion of fat around the breast, and also} —— slic 
mixed with the tumour at its circumference.) * 


_* Sir A. Cooper, in his lecture on fungoid 
disease of the breast, says, ‘‘ I have seen 
|the skin covering fungus hematodes of a 
livid colour so early as the thirteenth week 
wtat 32, of spare habit, light | from the commencement of the disease, and 
complexion, and unhealthy appearance, ad-|in five months I have known it destroy 
mitted under the care of Mr. Morgan. The | life.”—Lancer, Vol. II. p. 400, 


Case 2.—Fungoid disease of the breast—Extir- | 
pation of the mamma, 





574 WOUND OF THE LARYNX. 


membered, that in the second case, fungoid 
disease of the breast, the patient, aceord- oo 
ing to her own account, wel been affected ST. THOMAS'’S HOSPITAL. 
with a chronic tumour for several years, 
and the malignant affection commenced at 
or in this part. We believe it is the opi- FATAL WOUND OF THE LARYNX. 
nion of most eminent men, that tumours 
which are simple in their origin may, and| TT. W., a middle-aged man, of dark com- 
frequently do, ultimately become cancerous; | Plexion, was brought to the Hospital late 
there are others, however, who controvert | in the evening of the 14th, on account of a 
this opinion. Sir Astley Cooper expressly severe wound of the throat. The persons 
says, that a tumour of the breast, not ori- who accompanied him stated, that he wag 
ginally of a malignant nature, may, at a sub- | found in a field at Peckham, literally welter- 
sequent period of life, have an undue action Te in weet ee a state of eee 
excited in it, and assume the character of e wound of the throat ha en occa- 
scirrhus. Mr. John Bell, perhaps, carried | Sioned by himself in an attempt to commit 
this doctrine too far, when he asserted, that | suicide ; when discovered, he was taken to a 
every tumour is primarily simple, but that | s7geon, who stitched up the wound and sent 
it eventually obtains its peculiar character | him to the Hospital. 
‘* by many changes produced by occasional) When admitted, he was in a state of col- 
inflammation and ulceration.” It will, how- | lapse ; the pulse at the wrist being scarcely 
ever, scarcely be denied, we think, by those | distinguishable, and the extremities cold; 
who have seen much practice, that wany| the respiration at the same time was very 
indurations aud tumours of the glandular) mych impeded. The dresser (Mr. Morales) 
parts, after a lapse of years, take on a dis-| very judiciously removed the strips of adhe- 
eased action and become the seats of malig- | sive plaster with which the wound of the 
nant disease. The fact we know; the ex- | throat was closed, and took several stiches 
planation is not worth contending for ; but |from out of the integuments, by which 
the fact being established would lead to aD) means a very extensive but irregular wound 
important practical deduction, namely, the | of the ericoid cartilage, and apparently of 
propriety of removing by operations those | the thyroid, was exposed. The relief given 
chronic tumours which have long resisted | to the breathing by thus opening the wound, 
other remedial means, as in the following | was immediate and very striking ; the only 
case = ’ ; , | further means had recourse to, was the ap- 
M. S., wtat. 31, of fair complexion an | plication of warmth to the feet. On the 
healthy appearance, was admitted on 13th of | following day, (15th,) some degree of reac- 
June, under the care of Mr, B.C Soper. Has | tion bad taken place, and in the attempt to 
a tumour of the size of a pullet’s egg 0”/ administer some gruel, it was said to have 
the outer side of the breast ; it is firm to escaped by the wound, which led to the 
the touch, somewhat painful on pressure, | supposition of there being a wound of the 
is somewhat irregular on its surface, tole- | cesophagus. Some beef tea, with jelly dis- 
tably well defined from the surrounding | solved therein, was given as a clyster, with 
parts, and moveable. The disease is of some | the addition of a few drops of laudanum. 
months standing; se does not attribute it} 4 : 
to any injury, and has tried various applica- | On the 16th the pulse had become quick, 
tions in order to reduce it, but without | and the re was, upon the whole, considerable 
effect. She states that she had pain in the | febrile excitement. : The patient, however, 
shoulder for some time previously to the | *®5 perfectly sensible, and his breathing 
appearance of the tumour, and that the pain tolerably free. Beef tea and jelly were 
subsided when the swelling commenced, | 8'¥®" 45 before. 
She has not menstruated regularly for the| 17. The pulse very quick, and skin hot. 
_ two —— the are me oe a is — Gotan of go ene 
eing very small in quantity and limited in| with mucus from the wound, which is gap- 
its y Beg The same fad recourse to| ing to the extent of the breadth of 4 
during the time she was in the Hospital| fingers. The wound is evidently the result 
were, the exhibition of the pill of aloes and of several attempts, being exceedingly irre- 
myrrh, with Griffith’s steel mixture, the | gular, and jagged in appearance. The poor 
application of ammoniacal and mercurial plas- | fellow is pr a soenehile of maldenan 
ters, &c. The principal object had in view | communicates his wishes in writing, being 
was to induce a regular flow of the menses, | quite sensible, and anxious to live. It was 
and the injection of ammonia was in con-| stated, that in an attempt at drinking, the 
sequence made use of, but with no satis- | fluid passed from the wound, and was pro- 
factory result, and the woman, after a few pwr of much distress. Mr. eakte. 
weeks stay, left the Hospital very slightly | day directed that beef tea with jelly should 
relieved. be administered to the stomach night and 





FRACTURE OF THE HUMERUS. 


morning, by means of the patent syringe 
and tube. Forty drops of laudanum to be 
given with the evening meal. 


18. Much the same, the pulse continu- 


ing very quick ; the wound discharges freely, 
and the breathing is free. He continues to| 
take the beef tea and jelly. 

20. The pulse very rapid; he is sensi- | 
ble, and complains in writing of want of 
rest, a feeling of sickness, and begs to have | 
an alteration made in his diet. There isa 
very free discharge of pus and mucus from 
the wound, which does not manifest any 
disposition to heal; it has a sloughy ap- 
pearance, and at the bottom is seen @ quan- | 
tity of froth resembling saliva. The respira- 
tion is not impeded, being, in fact, entirely 
carried on through the wound ; but there is 
a good deal of rattling noise in the upper 
part of the throat, which is filled with mu- 
cus, and ashe is incapable of clearing it, 
occasions much distress. Mr. Green di- 
rected the beef tea and jelly to be conti- 
nued twice a day, and a third meal to be 
given, consisting of biscuit powder and 
milk, with a small portion of brandy. 


2i. The poor fellow is evidently much 
worse ; the countenance is anxious, pulse 
very quick, and small. He passed a very 
restless night, notwithstanding 50 minims 
of laudanum were given at bed time. 


The man became gradually worse, and 
died on the following day. 


The post-mortem examination discovered 
nothing as to the immediate cause of death : 
the wound of the larynx was very extensive ; | 
the thyroid and cricoid cartilages were sepa- 
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fore admission, the sore on the tongue com- 
menced, beginning as a small ulcer, which 
gradually extended. Mr. Travers directed 
the following treatment :— 


Extract of sarsaparilla, 2 drachmes ; 
Decoction of do., 12 ounces ; 
Diluted nitric acid, 1 drachm ; 
Tincture of henbane, 1 drachm; 


A third part of this mixture to be taken 
three times a day. 

Blue pill, 5 grains ; 

Opium, § grain, to be taken at bed-time. 

The linimentum wruginis to be applied 
to the ulcer daily. 

July 13. Considerable improvement has 
taken place in the appearance of the sore ; 
the right half is now covered with healthy 
granulations, and itis healing at the edges. 
There is slight glandular swelling under the 
jaw, not however attended with much pain. 
Continue the local application, and medi- 
cines. 


18. Ordered to use a solution of the 
nitrate of silver to the sore, in the propor- 
tion of three grains to an ounce of water. 
The sore is now entirely healthy on its sur- 
face, and is healing from the sides. 


26. The patient left the Hospital to-day, 
at his own request, intending to attend 
as an out-patient. The ulcer is diminished 
to half its original size, and the remaining 
portion is healing. 


CASE OF DISUNITED FRACTURE OF THE 
HUMERUS. 


rated, the latter also greatly mutilated, with | R. D.,a sailor, 47 years of age, was ad- 
loss of substence, and severed from the | mitted into William's Ward, on the 26th of 
first ring of the trachea. The esophagus was| June, under the care of Mr. Green. He 
sound throughout! The opening through | stated, that about six months ago, whilst at 


which the gruel passed, must therefore | 


have healed! ! 


oo 


SINGULAR CASE OF ULCER OF THE TONGUE. 


sea, and in the act of steering, a heavy wave 
struck the ship, and forcing his arm against 
the wheel, occasioned a fracture of the left 
humerus: at the same time, he received a 


severe lacerated wound on the back part of 

G.R., etat. 27, wasadmitted into George's |the arm. He was attended to by a Scotch 
Ward under the care of Mr. Travers, on the ' surgeon on board the vessel; the wound 
5th of July, on account of disease of the! healed after several weeks, and the arm was 
tongue. There was an, ulcer larger than the | kept in splints for about two months, when 
disc of a shilling, at the extremity of the | he arrived in England, and it was found that 
tongue, involving the apex, a portion of|no union had taken place. He went to the 
which appeared to be destroyed, but, at the | Hospital Guard-ship, where he was advised 
same time, occupying more of the right side | to have the fractured ends of the bone sawed 
than of the left. The surface of the sore | off, to which he would not consent. His 
was devoid of granulations, its edges irregu- | peneral health is, and always has been, very 
lar and elevated. The account which the | good; his habits not intemperate, and has 
man gave was, that four months previous to/not been subject to gout or rheumatism, 
admission, he had a sore on the penis, for,On examination, there was a fracture at 
which he took mercury ; that about six weeks | about the middle of the left humerus, ex- 
afterwards he had sore throat and eruptions !ceedingly mobile; the lower portion of 
all over the body. He took mercury a|bone was drawn upwards, aid riding over 
second time, and got well; three weeks be-|the upper part, but it was readily drawa 
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down, and the ends of the bone placed in 
situ. The parts were but little sensible, 
and the muscles of the arm were much 
wasted ; there was a considerable scar at 
the back of the arm, just above the inner 
condyle. 

Mr. Green determined un first trying the 
effect of bringing the ends of the boue in 
strict apposition, and retaining them firmly in 
this position by means of Mr. Amesbury’s 
apparatus. The arm was therefore ‘‘ put 
up,” as it is termed, under the immediate 
direction of Mr. Amesbury. 


It is much to be regretted that the man, 
becoming impatient at the restraint imposed 
by the splints, took them off, and abruptly 
left the Hospital. Mr. Amesbury having 


(as he himself assures the public in a late ad- | 


vertisement in The Times) brought his 
system to a ‘“‘ high perfection,’’ being 
moreover not a “ novice ia surgery,”’ and 
having been ‘‘ weighed in the balance of 
public opinion,” the poor man would doubt- 
less have derived much benefit. Perhaps he 
took alarm, at learning that another patient 
was in the Hospital with disunited fracture 
of the thigh, with whom the application of 
Mr. Amesbury’s ingenious apparatus had 
failed, after some weeks trial. It is the 
best which has yet been contrived. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


SLOUGHING CHANCRE AT THE ORIFICE OF 
THE VAGINA, 


Cured exclusively by the soorninc plan of 
treatment. 


Maria Jones, wt, 22, a fresh, vigorous- 
looking girl, who had been leading a life of 
prostitution for the last twelve months, and 
has hitherto been free from all venereal af- 
fection, was admitted under Mr. Lawrence 
with the above complaint. Though much 
addicted during that period to gin drinking, 
her health does not appear to have suffered 
thereby. About three weeks since, she 
discovered a small hard pimple on the in- 
side of the right labium, but she can give no 
satisfactory account as to the time of its ap- 

arance after sexual intercourse. She had 

ad connexion on the night previous to her 
observing it, and attributed its origin to 
that occasion. In two days ulceration took 
place, when she applied to a dispensary, 
and obtained some pills, to take one every 
night, and the black wash to apply to the 
sore. The circumference, as likewise the 
depth of the chancre, gradually augmented, 





CHANCRE OF THE VAGINA. 


and it became much more painful. She 
took six pills without their producing any 
sensitle effect. Four days previous to her 
admission into the Hospital, the chancre 
suddenly became much worse, notwith- 
standing she had interdicted herself from 
sexual intercourse, kept herself perfectly 
quiet, and partaken only of a very scanty 
diet. The ulcer extended rapidly, was at- 
tended with violent pain, and assumed a 
foul unhealthy aspect, and the glands in 
the groin became enlarged. She was fever- 
ish and restless at night. 


April 14. A gangrenous sore, of nearly 
the size of a half crown piece, is situated at 
the orifice of the vagina. The surface of the 
ulcer is covered with a dark-coloured ragged- 
looking slough, from which issues a sanious 
offensive discharge. The chancre is circum- 
scribed by an inflammatory blush, and an 
acute burning pain is felt in the parts. Her 
countenance is anxious, and there is much 
febrile excitement. Mr. Lawrence express- 
ed some doubt as to the line of treatment to 
be adopted in the case; whether the use of 
anodynes, or the rapid introduction of mer- 
cury into the system, offered the best chance 
of success. Mr. Lawrence had seen some 
cases of chancre of a similar character, 
materially benefited by the rapid production 
of ptyalism, others where the free use of 
mercury had aggravated the malady, and 
made matters essentially worse. In such 
cases anodynes quieted the febrile excite- 
ment; their local application arrested the 
destructive progress of the sore. They ef- 
fected acure. After a little hesitation, the 
anodyne treatment was decided on. A lotion, 
consisting of equal parts of Battley’s liq. opii 
sedativus and distilled water, to be fre- 
quently applied to the chancre ; five grains 
of the soap and opium pill to be taken every 
six hours, and the bowels to be acted on 
with senna and salts. On the following day 
the girl was better ; she had passed a toler- 
ably easy night. The discharge from the 
chancre was less offensive, and the cireum- 
scribed angry-looking character of the in- 
teyuments was diminished. The bowels 
had been freely acted on. To continue the 
medicines. We watched attentively the ter- 
mination of the case. The progress of cure 
was progressive, but rapid. The slough 
became detached, healthy granulations suc- 
ceeded, and in less than a fortnight from her 
admission, medicines were discarded, and 
more liberal nourishment allowed. Dis- 
charged cured. We have in our possession 
other cases equally interesting. 





